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This has been quite an interesting year. It’s hard to believe that the year started with the elimination of 
the campus debt, relieving an obligation that was decades old. In the year of COVID, this proved critical 
in ensuring the continued ability of our agencies to function. I want to thank all of our donors who made 
this possible, especially The Harris Rosen Foundation, the Jewish Capital Alliance, Jerry and Susan Roth, 
and The Israel Family. While we knew paying off this debt was important, none of us imagined how 
critical it would be just a few months later. 

Our Lion of Judah Brunch featured Bryan Schwartz, author of Scattered Among the Nations. Bryan 
regaled us with stories of some of the smallest and most remote Jewish communities in the world 
highlighted by pictures and even Judaica items they created to help fund their community. It was an 
incredibly moving experience to see how vibrant and diverse the Jewish community is. 

Choices 2020 inspired the hundreds of women who joined together to celebrate “The Genius of 
Women” as author Janice Kaplan spoke about her book by the same name.  

Then COVID-19 hit, changing everything for our community. When this public health crisis all but shut 
down the economy in March, the Federation was there, leading the charge to ensure our community 
had the resources it needed. As we learned new acronyms like PPP and PPE, and new phrases such as 
social distancing, the Federation served as a clearinghouse for information, sharing with our agencies, 
organizations and synagogues so they could spend more time focusing on their missions and serving 
those who needed them. As synagogues, agencies and organizations began to reopen, Federation 
shared best practices on reopening, how to source the materials needed to keep us safe, and provided 
guidance to help the community return to some form of new normal. 

RAISE, our social skills and work training program for people with special needs was forced to move 
virtual, as social skills training, speakers and guest performers all moved to a new platform to serve this 
critical need. All of the RAISE programs to support both the employees and their families continued to 
impact our community in this new COVID, virtual world. The training seminar for RAISE on the Road, a 
program you will hear a lot more about in the future, was created, looking forward to a bright future. 

When we couldn’t gather in person to be inspired, to be entertained or just to see the faces of longtime 
friends, the Federation delivered. Our programs included: Conversations with Unorthodox author 
Deborah Feldman and Fauda star Itzik Cohen, also known as Captain Ayub. We offered sessions on 
Meditation & Relaxation with our friend Rene Brent and Emotional Well-Being sessions with Anita Riggs. 
Our Adult Jewish learning as a shining star, engaging the community with free classes covering 
everything from anti-Semitism to “Jewish grappling,” culminating in a collaborative community-wide 
Shavuot celebration. 

Our community agencies have done masterful work. JFS continues to provide food to those who are 
hungry and counseling services to those in need through telehealth. The Pavilion continues to find ways 
to engage seniors who may now be isolated while Kinneret takes care of the seniors in their facility. 
Hillel provides a virtual home for students impacted by the closing of campuses and confidantes for 
college students struggling with their world turning upside down. The Jewish Academy went to a virtual 
curriculum, providing high quality excellent education in an incredibly stressful and ever-changing 



environment. The Holocaust Center increased their programming and the scope, reach and impact of 
their programming through virtual means. Both The Roth and Rosen JCCs reopened their Early 
Childhood programs and provided a summer camp experience for children in a safe environment. For 
many children and parents, having the Roth or Rosen JCC available for their children was a true lifesaver. 

As we move into month 6 of this new COVID-19 reality, the Federation remains strong and ready to 
continue to ensure a strong, vibrant and growing Central Florida Jewish community. In early December 
we anticipate the beginning of our Central Florida Jewish Community study with the Cohen Center for 
Modern Judaism at Brandeis University. This study will provide critical data for our entire community as 
we look to the future and what opportunities lie ahead of us.  

Our work with Israel and the overseas Jewish community will be increasing as we deepen our 
partnership with Kiryat Motzkin and continue to share the beauty of our eternal homeland, the State of 
Israel.  Our funding helps ensure two vital programs continue to serve the needs in Kiryat Motzkin. 
Mashmaout provides significant work serving and supporting Holocaust survivors in the city and the 
engaging the wider community in social and learning activities together with them. Our support of the 
annual youth program in Kiryat Motzkin ensures this vital program continues. This year, 150 youth from 
all backgrounds gathered around Café Dilemma, leadership development, Shabbat seminars, and 
countless sessions on issues of Tikkun Olam, identity, and values. As we prepare for the coming year, we 
are working with the Jewish Agency for Israel and leaders in Kiryat Motzkin to find more ways to ensure 
this vital work continues and that we are able to participate actively with these two programs. 

During the past year we grew our PJ Library subscribers from 714 children to 1,099 children as we 
moved to a 1 book per child model. In the coming year we plan to increase that number significantly 
while also increasing the programming opportunities available to many families raising Jewish children 
in Central Florida. Our community is diverse and lives in diverse geographical areas. For the year ahead, 
we are committed to finding ways to engage these families, wherever in Central Florida that they live.  

As we struggle with the new realities that COVID has brought us, we can also reflect on the beautiful gift 
we have been given as well. Being part of the Jewish community is not about WHERE we are but rather 
about WHO we are. This is seen through the amazing things our synagogues, agencies and organizations 
are doing and the growth of Jewish life even during these challenging times. 

I’m excited about what the future holds for us and want to thank each of you for helping create this 
excitement. It’s your support that makes everything possible. It’s your commitment to the Jewish 
community and to the Federation that enables things to happen. So as we celebrate the end of the fiscal 
year, I want to celebrate each and every one of you for making a difference. For stepping up and 
ensuring that we continue to flourish. I also want to remind you of two upcoming programs that the 
Federation is providing as New Year’s Gifts to our community made possible by our generous sponsors.  

On Monday night September 14th we will join with 24 other Federations around the country to present a 
special Rosh Hashanah cooking class with Chef Michael Solomonov. Following that, on Wednesday 
afternoon on September 16th we are presenting an exciting program with the Jewish Federations of 
North America highlighted by the cast of the hit TV show Schitt’s Creek.  

These are things we can only do because of you and because of your generosity.  

Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 


