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Letter to the Jewish Community of 
Greater Orlando 
 
We’re pleased to present the 2021 Greater Orlando Jewish Community Study. It is a comprehensive 
look at our community–its demographic profile, where we live, how we connect to our Jewish identity, 
and what we believe to be our strengths. 
 
The study is the first in-depth look at Orlando’s Jewish community since 1993. In the past 28 years, 
much has changed. Our population has grown and new people have brought their energy and ideas 
to Jewish life. With growth and change came the imperative to take a fresh look at the community’s 
opportunities and how we can actualize on the promise those opportunities offer. 
 
The study compiles and analyzes information about our community’s demographic characteristics, 
needs, wants, affiliations, and attitudes on a range of important issues. The data provides our Jewish 
organizations, schools, synagogues, and other communal institutions a greater understanding of their 
constituencies and enables them to plan for the future with more information. 
 
Carrying out this study and making its results available to the community are part of the Jewish 
Federation’s role in strengthening Jewish life in Central Florida. This is one more way the Federation 
is impacting and taking care of the needs of Jewish Orlando. 
 
Keith Dvorchik & Ming Marx 
Executive Director and Board Chair 
Jewish Federation of Greater Orlando 
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Executive Summary 
For the 2020-21 Central Florida Jewish Community Study, the Maurice and Marilyn Cohen Center 
for Modern Jewish Studies (CMJS) and the Steinhardt Social Research Institute (SSRI) at Brandeis 
University employed innovative, state-of-the-art methods to create a comprehensive portrait of the 
size, characteristics, attitudes, and behaviors of the present-day Jewish community in Orlando and 
the surrounding area. Where possible, the study also provides national context by comparing 
findings to the results of the Pew Research Center’s 2020 national study of the Jewish community in 
the United States. This report is based on data collected from 1,392 households that completed a 
survey between November 2020 and February 2021. 
 
This study is intended to be a first step in identifying communal trends; generating questions to 
explore; and determining strategies, programs, and policies to support and enhance Jewish life in 
Central Florida. Specifically, the study seeks to: 
 

 Estimate the number of Jewish adults and children in the community, as well as the number 
of non-Jewish adults and children residing in Jewish households 

 Describe the community in terms of age and gender, geographic distribution, health and 
economic well-being, and other sociodemographic traits 

 Measure participation in Jewish communal programs and organizations 
 Assess the multifaceted cultural, communal, and religious expressions of Judaism that 

constitute Jewish engagement 
 Assess attitudes toward Judaism, the Jewish community, and Israel 

Demographics 
 The Central Florida Jewish community numbers approximately 68,700 adults and children, 

including 51,400 Jews, living in 25,500 Jewish households. These households include:  
o 41,700 Jewish adults 
o 9,700 Jewish children 
o 13,400 non-Jewish adults 
o 3,900 non-Jewish children 

 The mean age of Jewish adults in Central Florida is 49, similar to the national Jewish 
population. The mean age of all Jews in Central Florida, including children, is 42.  

 Thirty-one percent of Jewish households in Central Florida include children under age 18. 
 The largest concentration of the Jewish population, 36% lives in the Southwest area, 

followed by 25% in Maitland/Winter Park, 21% in Longwood/Lake Mary, and 18% in the 
UCF/East Orlando area.   



2 
 

 
 
 

 In contrast to other age groups, older adults ages 75+ are more likely to live in 
Longwood/Lake Mary (51%). 

 Senior citizens (ages 65 and up) are more likely to be female than male. 
 Of the three major denominations, most of the population identifies as Conservative (25%) 

or Reform (30%), whereas only 2% identify as Orthodox. A substantial percentage (38%) do 
not identify with any denomination. 

 The individual intermarriage rate (i.e., the proportion of married Jewish adults with a non-
Jewish spouse) is 40%, which is similar to the national rate of 42%.  
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Patterns of Jewish Engagement 
 The Index of Jewish Engagement focuses on Jewish behaviors—the ways in which 

individuals occupy and involve themselves in Jewish life in Central Florida—not on self-
defined identities.  

 Engagement groups include people of all ages and of all denominational identities.  
 The Index identifies opportunities to improve communal planning based on people’s 

different needs and interests. 
 Five distinct patterns of behavior emerge from the data:  

o Personal (31% of Jewish adults): Characterized by participation primarily in Jewish 
activities that can be done individually. Less active in communal and ritual activities.  

o Familial (29% of Jewish adults): Characterized by participation in family and home-
based dimensions of Jewish life.  

o Holiday (17% of Jewish adults): Characterized by participation in communal 
activities such as holidays. 

o Involved (17% of Jewish adults): Characterized by participation in most aspects of 
Jewish life at a moderate level.  

o Immersed (6% of Jewish adults): Characterized by high rates of participation in all 
aspects of Jewish life.  

 Membership in these five engagement groups differs based on demographic characteristics. 

Financial Well-Being and Health Needs 
 Of Jewish adults in Central Florida, over half (57%) have earned at least a bachelor’s degree, 

including 30% with at least one post-graduate degree. 
 Seventeen percent of Jewish households describe themselves as “well off,” 27% “have some 

extra money,” and 37% “have enough money.” But 19% of households are struggling or just 
managing to make ends meet, a possible indication of economic vulnerability.  

 Respondents were also asked about life changes in the previous year that resulted in 
economic hardship. Overall, 36% of households report encountering such a hardship. 

 Economic insecurity is felt by a substantial minority of the population. Thirty-seven percent 
of households do not have enough funds to cover three months of expenses were they to 
face an unexpected loss of income; 15% could not cover an unexpected $400 expense; and 
14% skipped a rent, mortgage, or utility payment to cover other costs. 

 Twenty-two percent of Jewish households in Central Florida include at least one person who 
has a health issue, special need, or disability.  

 Eleven percent of Jewish households are serving as primary caregivers for a relative, separate 
from routine childcare. 
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Jewish Children 
 Among the 13,600 children who live in Central Florida Jewish households, 9,700 (71%) are 

being raised Jewish in some way, either by religion, secularly or culturally, or as Jewish and 
another religion.  

 Among the 3,900 children not being raised Jewish, 3,300 are being raised with no religion, 
500 are being raised in another religion, and 100 have parents who have not yet decided how 
to raise them. 

 Virtually all inmarried parents are raising their children Jewish, and among children of 
intermarried parents, 63% are being raised Jewish in some way. 

 Of Jewish children who are not yet in kindergarten, 12% were enrolled in a Jewish preschool 
program.  

 Nine percent of Jewish children in grades K-12 were enrolled in some form of Jewish school 
during the 2020-21 academic year. This includes 3% in day school or yeshiva and 6% in part-
time school.  

 Of Jewish children in grades K-12, 22% participated in at least one form of informal 
education, 19% in grades 6-12 were in a youth group, 3% in high school went on a peer trip 
to Israel, and 9% attended a Jewish summer camp. 

 Among Jewish households with at least one child age 12 or younger, 25% receive books 
from PJ Library.  

Synagogues and Ritual Life 
 In Central Florida, 16% of Jewish households include someone who belongs to a Jewish 

congregation.  
 Seven percent of households are dues-paying members of local “brick-and-mortar” 

congregations, traditionally structured with buildings and ordained clergy. 
 Two percent of households are dues-paying members at a synagogue outside Central Florida. 
 Seven percent of households belong to a Chabad. 
 One percent of households belong to an independent minyan or havurah. 
 Among households who are members of local brick-and-mortar synagogues 52% are 

Conservative, 43% are Reform, and 5% are Orthodox. 
 Passover and Hanukkah are observed by the largest proportion of the Central Florida Jewish 

community, with 90% of households lighting Hanukkah candles in a typical year and two-
thirds hosting or attending a Passover seder. 

 Thirty-seven percent of households attend High Holiday services in a typical year. 
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Social and Communal Life 
 Ten percent of Jewish households in Central Florida belong to a Jewish organization other 

than a synagogue or JCC, 11% belong to informal or grassroots Jewish groups, and 5% 
belong to either the Roth or the Rosen JCC. 

 Of JCC member households, 47% reside in Maitland/Winter Park, 12% in Longwood/Lake 
Mary, and 8% in UCF/East Orlando. Nearly all of these households are members of the 
Roth JCC. 

 The remaining 36% of JCC member households reside in the Southwest region, and nearly 
all are members of the Rosen JCC. 

 Thirty-seven percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida have attended a Jewish program, 
either in person or online, in the past year. 

 The most common venues for participation were local synagogues (13% of Jewish adults) 
and Chabad (10%). 

 Five percent of Jewish adults participated in programs with the Roth JCC. Of these, the 
most popular programming types were children and family (45% of participants) and culture 
and arts (42%), followed by senior programming (22%), sports and recreation (16%), and 
fitness and wellness (14%). 

 Three percent of Jewish adults participated in programs with the Rosen JCC. Of these, the 
most popular programming type was children and family (55% of participants), followed by 
culture and arts (29%), senior programming (27%), fitness and wellness (26%), and sports 
and recreation (22%). 

 Nineteen percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida have volunteered for a local Jewish 
organization in the past year. 

 Eighty-three percent of Jewish adults are willing to commute to attend Jewish programs, 
including 30% who are willing to drive 30 minutes or more. 

 Eighty-one percent of Jewish households in Central Florida have made charitable donations 
in the past year, including 51% who donated to Jewish organizations. 

 Sixty-eight percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida believe that being Jewish is somewhat 
or very much a matter of community. 

 Fifty-nine percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida feel somewhat or very connected to the 
global Jewish community, but only 27% feel so connected to the local Jewish community. 

 Seventy-four percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida have at least some close friends who 
are Jewish. 

 Eight percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida have been victims of antisemitism in the 
past year. 

Connections to Israel 
 Half of Jewish adults in Central Florida have been to Israel at least once. 
 Sixty-one percent of adults who traveled to Israel traveled with Birthright Israel, a Jewish 

organization, and/or for education or volunteerism. 
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 Eighty-four percent of Jewish adults report feeling at least “a little” connected to Israel, 
including 40% who are “very much” connected. 

 Twenty-two percent of Jewish adults kept up with news about Israel frequently over the past 
year, and 10% donated to pro-Israel organizations. 
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Chapter 1. Introduction 
The 2020-2021 Central Florida Jewish Community Study, conducted by the Maurice and Marilyn 
Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies (CMJS) and the Steinhardt Social Research Institute (SSRI) 
at Brandeis University and sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Greater Orlando, employed 
innovative state-of-the-art methods to create a comprehensive portrait of the characteristics, 
attitudes, and behaviors of present-day Central Florida Jewry. Some of the issues explored in the 
study grew out of conversations surrounding the Pew Research Center’s A Portrait of Jewish Americans 
(2013), which pointed to growing and shrinking US Jewish sub-populations, declining affiliation in 
traditional institutions, new forms of Jewish engagement, a rise of both secular and Orthodox Jews, 
and a relationship between intermarriage and community growth.1 A new Pew study, Jewish Americans 
in 2020 (2021), was published as this report was being written, reinforcing many of the findings of 
the original Pew study and contributing new insights into the state and character of the American 
Jewish community. With the Pew studies and the related national discourse as a backdrop, the 
Central Florida Jewish Community Study seeks to describe the current dynamics of its population.  
 
The principal goal of this study is to provide valid data about the Central Florida Jewish community 
that can be used by communal organizations and their leadership to design programs and policies 
that support and enhance Jewish life. Valid data are essential to effective decision making, allocation 
of resources, strategic priorities, community support, robust participation, and outreach.  
 
Specifically, the study sought to: 
 

 Estimate the number of Jewish adults and children in the community and the number of 
non-Jewish adults and children who are part of those households 

 Describe the community in terms of age and gender, geographic distribution, economic well-
being, and other sociodemographic characteristics 

 Measure participation in and attitudes toward community institutions, programs, and 
services 

 Understand the multifaceted cultural, communal, and religious expressions of Judaism that 
constitute Jewish engagement 

 Assess attitudes toward Israel and Judaism 
 Gauge need and potential need for human services 

The Central Florida Jewish Community Study provides a snapshot of today’s Central Florida 
population and considers trends and developments that diverge from those of the past.  

History 
The present study is the second population study about the Central Florida Jewish community. The 
first study, conducted in 1993, identified approximately 18,900 Jews living in 9,000 households. This 
report can be found at the Berman Jewish Data Bank, 
<http://www.jewishdatabank.org/studies/us-local-communities.cfm>. 
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Methodology Overview  
CMJS/SSRI community studies utilize scientific survey methods to collect information from 
selected members of the community and, from those responses, extrapolate information about the 
entire community. The 2020-21 Central Florida Jewish Community Study is based on data collected 
through telephone and internet surveys from November 2020 to February 2021 from a total of 
1,392 Jewish households residing for at least part of the year in the catchment area of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Orlando. The response rate for the primary sample was 30.7% (AAPOR 
RR4).  
 
Households invited to participate in the survey were randomly selected from a combination of 
contact information provided by local community organizations and purchased lists of likely Jewish 
households. To ensure that the households were representative of the entire community, we used 
additional information to develop the estimates of population size and characteristics reported in 
this study. 
 
We estimated the population size and basic demographic characteristics using an innovative 
enhancement of the traditional random digit dial (RDD) survey method. Instead of deriving 
information about the population from a single RDD phone survey of the local area, the enhanced 
RDD method relies on a synthesis of national surveys, conducted by government agencies and other 
organizations, that include information about religion. The synthesis combined data from hundreds 
of surveys and used information collected from Central Florida residents to estimate the Jewish 
population in the region. See ajpp.brandeis.edu for more information about this approach to Jewish 
population estimates. 
 
In all studies of members of the Jewish community, more involved members are more motivated, 
and therefore more likely, to complete a survey than are less involved members. To minimize the 
bias that this introduces, we validated all results against known benchmarks of community 
participation and adjusted as needed. Examples of benchmarks are the total number of synagogue 
member households and the total number of children enrolled in Jewish schools. 
 
See Appendix A for more detail about the survey methods used for this study. 

How to Read This Report 
The present survey of Jewish households is designed to represent the views of an entire community 
by interviewing a randomly selected sample of households from the community. In order to 
extrapolate respondent data to the entire community, the data are adjusted (i.e., “weighted”). Each 
individual respondent is assigned a weight so that their survey answers represent the proportion of 
the overall community that has similar demographic characteristics. The weighted respondent thus 
stands in for that segment of the population and not only the household from which it was 
collected. (See Appendix A for more detail.) Unless otherwise specified, this report presents 
weighted survey data in the form of percentages or proportions. Accordingly, these data should be 
read not as the percentage or proportion of respondents who answered each question in a given 
way, but as the percentage or proportion of the population that it is estimated would answer each 
question in that way had each member of the population been surveyed. 
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No estimate should be considered an exact measurement. The reported estimate for any value, 
known as a “point estimate,” is the most likely value for the variable in question for the entire 
population given available data, but it is possible that the true value is slightly lower or slightly 
higher. Because estimates are derived from data collected from a representative sample of the 
population, there is a degree of uncertainty. The amount of uncertainty depends on multiple factors, 
the most important of which is the number of survey respondents who provided the data from 
which an estimate is derived. The uncertainty is quantified as a set of values that range from some 
percentage below the reported estimate to a similar percentage above it. This range is known as a 
“confidence interval.” By convention, the confidence interval is calculated to reflect 95% certainty 
that the true value for the population falls within the range defined by the confidence interval, but 
other confidence levels are used where appropriate. (See Appendix A for details about the 
magnitude of the confidence intervals around estimates in this study.) 
 
Throughout this report, members of different segments of the population will be compared across 
key variable. In tables and figures that display these population segments compared across a single 
variable, a red asterisk (*) placed by the category label or in the title of the table or figure may be 
included to indicate that the observed differences between population segments are “statistically 
significant.” For example, in this table from Chapter 3, a red asterisk by the category label “Jewish 
engagement” denotes that there are statistically significant differences in Jewish engagement by age 
group. In this example, the absence of an asterisk would have indicated that observed differences in 
Jewish engagement by age group are not statistically significant. 
 
Table 3.2. Age by Jewish engagement 

 
Age 18-34 

(%) 
Age 35-49 

(%) 
Age 50-64 

(%) 
Age 65-74 

(%) 
Age 75+ 

(%) 
Total 

(%) 
All Jewish 
adults 23 22 31 13 10 100 

Jewish 
engagement* 

      

Personal 21 35 20 16 8 100 
Familial 30 15 33 11 11 100 
Holiday 22 21 39 8 10 100 
Involved 21 17 34 14 14 100 
Immersed 11 11 44 26 8 100 

 
In tables and figures that compare groups across multiple variables, red asterisks are placed to 
indicate where there are statistically significant differences for particular groups on particular 
variables. For example, in this table from Chapter 3, a red asterisk in the cell intersecting the row for 
“Jewish engagement” and the column for “Inmarried” indicates that there are statistically significant 
differences between engagement groups in the proportion of married couples in those groups who 
are inmarried. However, because there is no asterisk in the cells intersecting “Jewish engagement” 
with “Married” or “Has children,” the reader should infer that there are no statistically significant 
differences between engagement groups in the proportion of member households that include a 
married couple or that have children under the age of 18. 
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Table 3.3. Marriage and children by Jewish engagement 

 Married (%) Inmarried (of married; %) Has children (%) 
All Jewish adults 74 60 29 
Jewish engagement  *  
Personal 75 28 37 
Familial 79 63 23 
Holiday 59 78 30 
Involved 73 83 25 
Immersed 77 94 29 

 
A statistically significant difference means that observed differences between groups are likely to 
reflect real, systematic differences between groups rather than apparent differences that only occur 
at random. Following the standard practice of social science research, this report relies on a standard 
of 5% or less chance of random error (i.e., p ≤ .05), which means we are 95% certain that findings of 
differences between groups for a particular variable are not the product of chance but rather a result 
of real differences between groups. 
 
When size estimates of subpopulations (e.g., Orthodox households) are provided, they are calculated 
as the weighted number of households or individuals for which the respondents provided sufficient 
information to classify them as members of the subgroup. When data are missing, those respondents 
are counted as if they are not part of the subgroups for purposes of estimation. For this reason, all 
subpopulation estimates may undercount information on those least likely to complete the survey or 
answer particular questions. Missing information cannot reliably be imputed in many such cases 
because the other information that could serve as a basis to impute data is also missing. Refer to the 
codebook, included as Appendix D, for the actual number of responses to each question.  
 
Some tables and figures that present proportions do not add up to 100%. In some cases, this is a 
result of respondents having the option to select more than one response to a question; in such 
cases, the text of the report will indicate that multiple responses were possible. In most cases, 
however, the appearance that proportional estimates do not add up to 100% is a result of rounding. 
Proportional estimates are rounded to the nearest whole number.  
 
For simplicity, in some tables, not all groups will be shown. For example, if the proportion of a 
group who participated in a Passover seder is shown, the proportion who did not participate will not 
be shown. When a percentage is between 0% and 0.5% and would otherwise round down to 0%, the 
number is denoted as < 1. In some cases, there were insufficient respondents to provide reliable 
estimates. In those cases, the table entry shows “—“. 
 
Some tables report on proportions of households, and others report proportions of adults or Jewish 
adults. This is always indicated on the top row of the table. When tables report individual 
characteristics for households, the Jewish engagement group is that of the Jewish respondent for the 
household. Age is set at the age of the head of household (typically the oldest married Jewish person 
if there is one; otherwise it is the respondent’s age.) Denomination at the household level is based 
on the most ritually observant denomination of any adult in the household. 
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Reporting Qualitative Data 
The survey included a number of questions that called for open-text responses. These were used to 
elicit more information about respondents’ opinions and experiences than could be provided in a 
check box format. All such responses were categorized, or “coded,” to identify topics and themes 
that were mentioned by multiple respondents. Because a consistent set of responses were not 
offered to each respondent, it would be misleading to report the weighted proportion of responses 
to these questions. Instead, we report the total number of responses that mentioned a particular 
code or theme. This number appears in parentheses after the response without a percent sign, or in 
tables labeled as “n” or number of responses. In most cases, sample quotes are also reported, with 
identifying information removed and edited for clarity. 

Comparisons across Surveys 
Because the previous study was conducted in 1993, very few comparisons are made to assess change 
over time. However, in several places throughout the report, data from Pew’s 2020 study, Jewish 
Americans in 2020, were used to show how the Central Florida Jewish community is similar to or 
different from the United States Jewish community. All comparisons to the United States Jewish 
population are based on data drawn from the Pew study. Although these analyses are informative, 
because of methodological differences, comparisons across studies are less precise and reliable than 
the data from the present study alone. 

The Impact of COVID-19 
The COVID-19 pandemic, which first became a subject of public concern in the United States in 
February and March of 2020, has had a profound impact on every aspect of social, communal, and 
economic life. The Jewish community is no exception. Individual lives were disrupted at the same 
time that organizations and institutions were forced to close, restructure, or refocus their activities 
and programs. CMJS/SSRI research on the impact of the pandemic conducted in 10 communities 
around the United States during the summer of 2020, suggests that there may have been a small 
decline in organizational memberships caused by the pandemic, but people who participated in 
Jewish programming in person before the pandemic tended to continue participating in programs 
online during the pandemic. This research also found that the financial impacts were experienced 
most severely by those who had financial difficulties prior to the pandemic, and that mental health 
was a particular concern among young adults.2 
 
Data collection for this study took place between November 2020 and February 2021. 
Consequently, the findings included in this report should be interpreted in the context of the 
pandemic. To provide the Jewish community of Central Florida with the most useful data possible, 
CMJS/SSRI modified some survey items to account for the impact of the pandemic. For example, 
many questions about participation in Jewish life included online participation or asked about what 
people do in a typical year rather than in the past year. As a result, on different measures, 
participation might have been lower, higher, or about the same as in typical years. 
 
Nevertheless, we believe that the data reported here should serve as a new baseline from which to 
understand community engagement. We heard from some organizations that membership, 
enrollment, or program attendance was depressed because of the pandemic. As more members of 
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the community are vaccinated and any remaining COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, we recommend 
that the community track their numbers to see if they are returning to pre-pandemic levels or if they 
will need to adjust to a “new normal.” 

Report Overview 
This report presents key findings about the Central Florida Jewish community. Beginning with a 
portrait of the community as a whole, the report continues with a more in-depth look at topics of 
interest to community members and leaders. 
 
Chapter 2. Demographic Snapshot 
The report begins with an overview of the demographic composition of the Central Florida Jewish 
community, with limited discussion of changes in the size of the Jewish population since the 
previous study in 1993. 
 
Chapter 3. Patterns of Jewish Engagement 
This chapter describes the multifaceted ways in which the Jews of Central Florida define and express 
their Jewish identity. A set of behavioral measures characterize Jewish engagement based on 
participation in Jewish life. A typology of Jewish engagement helps explain Jewish behaviors and 
attitudes. This chapter also reports on attitudes about the meaning and importance of Judaism to 
members of the Central Florida Jewish community. 
 
Chapter 4. Financial Well-Being, Health and Special Needs 
This chapter examines the living conditions of Central Florida Jewish households, in particular with 
regard to economic well-being, economic hardship, and health and social service concerns. 
 
Chapter 5. Jewish Children 
This chapter discusses Jewish children and families as well as participation in Jewish education. 
 
Chapter 6. Synagogue and Ritual Life 
This chapter discusses synagogue membership and levels of participation in Jewish ritual life. 
 
Chapter 7. Social and Community Life 
This chapter discusses membership and involvement in organizational, social, and personal Jewish 
life as well as volunteering and philanthropy.  
 
Chapter 8. Israel 
This chapter describes frequency and types of travel to Israel and other markers of Israel 
connection. 
 
Chapter 9. In the Words of Community Members 
The concluding chapter uses comments from survey respondents to summarize key findings of the 
study and make recommendations for the future. 
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Report Appendices 
The appendices, available in a separate document, include: 
 
Appendix A. Methodological Appendix 
Details of data collection and analysis 
 
Appendix B. Comparison Charts 
Detailed cross-tabulations of all survey data for key subgroups of the population 
 
Appendix C. Latent Class Analysis 
Details of the latent class analysis method that was used to develop the Index of Jewish Engagement 
 
Appendix D. Survey Instrument and Codebook 
Details of survey questions and conditions, along with the original weighted responses 
 
Appendix E. Study Documentation 
Copies of the recruitment materials and training documents used with the call center 
 
Appendix F. Maps 
Choropleth maps of key findings from the study 
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Chapter 2. Demographic Snapshot 
Chapter Highlights 
Understanding the character, behavior, and attitudes of members of the Central Florida Jewish 
community requires knowledge of the size, geographic distribution, and basic socio-demographic 
characteristics of the community. The ways in which members of Jewish households identify and 
engage with Judaism and the community all vary significantly based upon who they are, where they 
live, their household composition, their ages, and their Jewish backgrounds. This demographic 
overview describes the size of the community and the basic characteristics of community members.  
 

 The Central Florida Jewish community numbers approximately 68,700 adults and children, 
including 51,400 Jews, living in 25,500 Jewish households. These households include:  
o 41,700 Jewish adults 
o 9,700 Jewish children 
o 13,400 non-Jewish adults 
o 3,900 non-Jewish children 

 The mean age of Jewish adults in Central Florida is 49, similar to the national Jewish 
population. The mean age of all Jews in Central Florida, including children, is 42.  

 Thirty-one percent of Jewish households in Central Florida include children under age 18. 
 The largest concentration of the Jewish population, 36% lives in the Southwest area, 

followed by 25% in Maitland/Winter Park, 21% in Longwood/Lake Mary, and 18% in the 
UCF/East Orlando area. 
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 In contrast to other age groups, older adults ages 75+ are more likely to live in 
Longwood/Lake Mary (51%). 

 Senior citizens (ages 65 and up) are more likely to be female than male. 
 Of the three major denominations most of the population identifies as Conservative (25%) 

or Reform (30%), whereas only 2% identify as Orthodox. A substantial percentage of Jewish 
adults (38%) do not identify with any denomination. 

 The individual intermarriage rate (i.e., the proportion of married Jewish adults with a non-
Jewish spouse) is 40%, which is similar to the national rate of 42%. 
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Table 2.1. Central Florida Jewish Community Population Estimates, 2021 

Total people in Jewish households 68,700 
Total Jewish households 25,500 
Total Jews 51,400 
Adults  
   Jewish 41,700 
   Non-Jewish 13,400 
Children  
Jewish 9,700 
Non-Jewish 3,900 

Jewish Population Estimate 
The present community study estimates that the Central Florida Jewish community numbers 
approximately 68,700 adults and children living in 25,500 Jewish households (Table 2.1). These 
households include 51,400 Jewish individuals (see page 26 for definitions). Since 1993, when the last 
local community study was conducted in the Greater Orlando area, the number of Jewish 
households has grown by 182%, and the number of Jewish individuals has increased by 173% 
(Tables 2.2 and 2.3). Although both studies included all of Orange and Seminole Counties and the 
same portions of Volusia and Osceola Counties, the present study also included part of Lake 
County, which has 3,100 Jewish households encompassing 5,300 Jewish residents. 
 
Although the region’s total population has grown significantly in the past few decades, it is often 
more appropriate to compare the Jewish community to the white college-educated population, ages 
25 and older,3 which increased by approximately 175% between 1990 and 2019. 

 
Table 2.2. Changes in the Jewish and overall population of Central Florida over time4 

 
At the time of the 

previous study 
Today Change over time 

Jewish populationa 18,900 51,400 173% 

Central Florida 
population (total)b 

965,020  
 

2,384,098 
 

147% 

Central Florida 
population (white, 25+ 
with college degree)b 

 
146,785 

 
404,298 175% 

a Comparison is for 1993 to 2021. 
b Comparison is for 1990 to 2019. 
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Jewish Adults 
Estimates of the size of the Jewish population rest on a set of fundamental questions about who is 
Jewish for the purposes of the study. Recent surveys, such as the Pew Research Center’s 2013 and 
2020 national studies of the US Jewish community, classify respondents according to their responses 
to a series of screening questions: 

 
 What is your religion, if any? 
 Do you consider yourself to be Jewish aside from religion? 
 Were either of your parents Jewish? 
 Were you raised Jewish? 

Based on the answers to these questions, Jewish adults have been categorized as “Jewish by religion” 
(JBR)—if they respond to a question about religion by stating that they are solely Jewish—and “Jews 
of no religion” (JNR)—if their religion is not Judaism, but they consider themselves Jewish through 
some other means. Jews by religion tend to more engaged with Judaism than Jews of no religion, but 
many JBRs and JNRs look similar in terms of Jewish behaviors and attitudes. For the purposes of 
this study, and to ensure that Central Florida’s Jewish community could be compared to the 
population nationwide, a variant of Pew’s scheme was employed, supplemented by several other 
measures of identity. Included in the Jewish population are those adults who indicate they are Jewish 
and another religion; we refer to this category as “Jews of multiple religions” (JMR). 

 
Among Jewish adults in Central Florida, 73% (30,300 individuals) identify as JBR. This proportion is 
similar to that of the overall United States Jewish population as reported by Pew (73%).5 Of the 
remaining Jewish adults, 14% identify as JNR (5,700 individuals) and 14% identify as JMR (5,800 
individuals). 
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Jewish Households 
Jewish households are defined as households that include at least one Jewish adult. Central Florida’s 
Jewish population resides in 25,500 households (Table 2.3). This number represents an increase of 
182% since 1993.6 Including adults and children, 68,700 individuals reside in Jewish households. 
This total includes 41,700 Jewish adults and 9,700 Jewish children as well as 13,400 non-Jewish 
adults and 3,900 non-Jewish children. 
 
Table 2.3. Jewish population of Central Florida, summary (rounded to nearest 100) 

 2021 1993 
Change,  

1993 to 2021 
Households with at least one Jewish adult 25,500 9,000 182% 
Total Jewish adults and children 51,400 18,900 173% 
Total people in Jewish households 68,700 23,700 190% 

People in Jewish Households  
For the purposes of this study, all adults and children in Jewish households have been classified 
according to their Jewish identity (see page 26 for definitions). As shown in Table 2.4, the largest 
proportional population growth in Jewish households appears in the increased number of non-
Jewish adults in Jewish households. 
 
Table 2.4. Jewish population of Central Florida, detail (rounded to nearest 100) 

 2021 1993 
% Change,  

1993 to 2021 
Jewish adults 41,700 14,800 182 
     JBR adults 30,300   
     JNR adults 5,700   
     JMR adults 5,800   
Non-Jewish adults in Jewish households 13,400 3,300 333 
Jewish children in Jewish households 9,700 4,000 143 
     Exclusively Jewish 8,400   
     Jewish and something else 1,300   
Non-Jewish children in Jewish households 3,900 1,200 225 
     No religion 3,300   
     Exclusively another religion 500   
     Undetermined or parents undecided 100   

Age and Gender Composition 
The age composition of the Central Florida Jewish community is similar to that of the US Jewish 
community as a whole (Table 2.5). The mean age of Jewish adults in Orlando is 49 and the median is 
50; in comparison, the national median age of Jewish adults is 49.7 Including children in the analysis 
lowers the ages. The mean and median ages of all Orlando Jewish individuals is 42. 
 
Overall, the Central Florida Jewish community has more females than males (52% versus 48%), with 
less than 1% identifying as a gender other than male or female (Figure 2.1).  
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Table 2.5. Age of Jewish adults in Central Florida and the United States 

 
Central Florida 

(%) 
US Jews  

(%) 
US adults  

(%) 
Gen Z    
   Age 18-24 13 11 12 
Millennial/Gen X    
   Age 25-34 16 15 17 
   Age 35-44 13 13 16 
   Age 45-54 16 13 16 
Baby Boomers    
   Age 55-64 18 19 17 
   Age 65-74 12 16 13 
Greatest/Silent    
   Age 75+ 11 14 9 
Total 100 100 100 

 
Figure 2.1. Age-gender distribution of Jews in Central Florida 

 

Household Composition 
Households with children under age 18 (including single-parent, two-parent, or multigenerational 
households) make up 29% of Jewish households in Central Florida. The mean household size is 2.7 
individuals. Among households with children, the mean number of children ages 0-17 is 1.75. 
 
Couples without children constitute 30% of households (Figure 2.2). Multigenerational households, 
defined as parents and adult children of any age living together, constitute 19% of households. This 
category can include adults, typically in their 70s or 80s, who have moved in with their adult 
children, or adults, typically in their 20s, 30s, or 40s, who live in their parents’ homes. Seventeen 
percent of households include an adult living alone. The largest share of single-adult households 
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were adults ages 65-74, who make up about one third of Jewish adults living alone in Central Florida 
(Table 2.6). 
 
Figure 2.2. Composition of Jewish households in Central Florida 

 
Table 2.6. Adults living alone, by age 

Age Living alone (%) 
18-34 4 
35-49 15 
50-64 27 
65-74 31 
75+ 23 

Geographic Distribution 
The Jewish community of Central Florida can be divided among four regions, assigned based on 
ZIP code and neighborhoods (Figure 2.3). (See the methodological appendix for a detailed 
breakdown of how respondents were classified into regions.) The largest share of Jewish individuals, 
36%, lives in the Southwest region, followed by 26% in Maitland/Winter Park, 20% in 
Longwood/Lake Mary, and 18% in the UCF/East Orlando area (Table 2.7). These four areas will be 
used for analysis throughout the report. 
 
There are also slight differences in geographic location by age. In each age group except for children 
ages 0-17 and adults ages 75 and up, the largest share of the population resides in the Southwest 
region. The largest share of children lives in Maitland/Winter Park (38%); by contrast, there are 
relatively few children in the UCF/East Orlando area (8%). About half of adults ages 75 and older 
(51%) reside in Longwood/Lake Mary. 

Adults with 
minor children

29%

Couple, no 
minor children

30%

Adult children and 
parents, any age

19%

Adult living 
alone
17%

Multiple adults / 
roommates

5%
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Figure 2.3. Regional geographic distribution of Jewish households 

 
 
Table 2.7. Geographic distribution of Jewish adults and children by age  

  
All Jewish 
adults and 

children (%) 

Ages 0-17 
(%) 

Ages 18-
34 (%) 

Ages 35-
49 (%) 

Ages 50-
64 (%) 

Ages 65-
74 (%) 

Ages 75+ 
(%) 

Maitland/Winter Park 26 38 28 25 26 18 26 
Longwood/Lake Mary 20 24 17 14 24 21 51 
UCF/East Orlando 18 8 14 20 16 24 11 
Southwest 36 30 41 40 34 38 12 
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
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Residency and Length of Residence  
The Jews of Central Florida have been living in the area for an average of 24 years; those who were 
not born in Central Florida have resided there for an average of 21 years. Only 16% were raised in 
Central Florida. Seven percent of all Jewish households in the community have lived in Central 
Florida for fewer than five years, and 21% have lived there for fewer than 10 years (Figure 2.4). 
 
Figure 2.4. Length of residence in Central Florida 

 
 
Eight percent of Jewish households in Central Florida have plans to move away in the next five 
years, but another 23% are not sure if they will stay or leave; the remaining 69% expect to stay. 
Adults ages 18-34 (12%) or 65-74 (13%) are the most likely to say they plan to move away. Adults 
ages 65 and older are least likely to be uncertain about plans to leave (13%), while those ages 18-34 
(31%), 35-49 (24%), or 50-64 (26%) are most likely to be uncertain. 

Jewish Denominations 
Denominational affiliation has historically been one of the primary indicators of Jewish identity and 
practice. Reform and Conservative Judaism are nearly equally popular in Central Florida, with 30% 
of Jewish adults identifying as Reform and 25% as Conservative (Table 2.8). By contrast, nationally, 
there are about twice as many Reform Jews as Conservative Jews. Central Florida has a smaller share 
of Orthodox Jews compared to the US Jewish community as a whole, but a larger share who do not 
identify with any particular denomination. As will be seen throughout the report, those who do not 
identify with any particular denomination tend to engage in fewer Jewish behaviors and be less 
connected to Jewish organizations than those who identify with a specific denomination. However, 
many of these individuals are deeply engaged in Jewish life in their own ways. Denomination is not 
as predictive of Jewish behavior or affiliation as it was in the past. (See Chapter 3 for a description of 
an Index of Jewish Engagement, which will be used throughout this report to describe demographic 
groups and other subgroups within the population based on their patterns of Jewish behavior.) 

0-4 years
7%

5-9 years
14%

10-19 years
17%20+ years

62%



24 
 

Table 2.8. Denomination of Jewish adults in Central Florida and the United States 

 

 

About half of Jewish adults in Central Florida under the age of 50 do not identify with any particular 
denomination. In most age categories, there are roughly equal proportions of Jewish adults who 
identify as Conservative and Reform. However, among those ages 18-34, about twice as many 
Jewish adults in Central Florida identify as Reform (32%) as those who identify as Conservative 
(14%). 

Inmarriage and Intermarriage 
Among all Jewish households in Central Florida, 66% include a couple who is married, engaged, or 
partnered (Table 2.9). Of these couples, 43% are inmarried and 57% are intermarried. Ten percent 
of married couples in Central Florida include someone who converted to Judaism. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The individual intermarriage rate (i.e., the proportion of married Jewish adults with a non-Jewish 
spouse) is 40%, similar to the national average (42%).8 
 
Table 2.9. Marriage, inmarriage, and intermarriage rates of Central Florida and US Jewish 

households 

 
Central Florida 2021  

(%) 
US Jews 2020  

(%) 
Married 66 66 
     Inmarried 43 41 
     Intermarried 57 59 
     Total 100 100 

 
In general, the intermarriage rate is higher among younger adults and lower among older adults in 
the Central Florida Jewish community (Table 2.10). Although young adults ages 18-34 have an 
individual intermarriage rate of just 37%, the rate is likely artificially low because many of the people 

 Central Florida 2021 
(%) 

US Jews 2020  
(%) 

Orthodox 2 9 
Conservative 25 17 
Reform 30 37 
Other 5 4 
No denomination 38 32 

Inmarriage and intermarriage definitions 
 
Inmarried couples include two partners who are currently Jewish, regardless of 
whether they were born Jewish or converted. 
 
Intermarried couples include one partner who is currently Jewish and one partner 
who is not. 
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in this age group have not married yet. The rate is likely to increase to equal or exceed the rate 
among adults ages 35-49. 
 
Table 2.10. Individual marital status by age (includes partners who live together)  

  
Ages 18-

34 (%) 
Ages 35-

49 (%) 
Ages 50-

64 (%) 
Ages 65-

74 (%) 
Ages 75+ 

(%) 
Married/partnered Jewish 

adults  
73 78 77 65 68 

Of married/partnered:      
     Inmarried  63 37 58 78 87 
     Intermarried  37 63 42 22 12 
     Total 100 100 100 100 100 

Subpopulations 
Eighteen percent of Jewish households in Central Florida include at least one individual who 
identifies as Hispanic, Latino, or a person of color. However, these individuals are not all Jewish. 
Among Jewish adults, 15% identify with one of these categories.9

 
Similarly, 9% of Jewish households in Central Florida include at least one individual who identifies 
as LGBTQ. Among Jewish adults, 7% identify as LGBTQ. 
 
Seven percent of Jewish households in Central Florida include someone who has Israeli citizenship. 
Among Jewish adults, 5% say they are Israeli. 
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Chapter 3. Patterns of Jewish 
Engagement 
Chapter Highlights 
Just as the Central Florida Jewish community is diverse demographically, so too does it represent a 
variety of types of Jewish identification and means of engagement in Jewish life. Examining the ways 
in which Jewish adults not only view, but also enact their Jewish identities is necessary to understand 
the population and the ways in which Jewish life in the region can be enhanced. This chapter 
presents and discusses an “Index of Jewish Engagement,” created uniquely for the Central Florida 
Jewish community.  
 

 The Index focuses on Jewish behaviors—the ways in which individuals occupy and involve 
themselves in Jewish life in Central Florida—not on self-defined identities.  

 Engagement groups include people of all ages and of all denominational identities.  
 The Index identifies opportunities to improve communal planning based on people’s 

different needs and interests.  
 Five distinct patterns of behavior emerge from the data:  

o Personal (31% of Jewish adults): Characterized by participation primarily in Jewish 
activities that can be done individually. Less active in communal and ritual activities.  

o Familial (29% of Jewish adults): Characterized by participation in family and home-
based dimensions of Jewish life.  

o Holiday (17% of Jewish adults): Characterized by participation in communal 
activities such as holidays. 

o Involved (17% of Jewish adults): Characterized by participation in most aspects of 
Jewish life at a moderate level.  

o Immersed (6% of Jewish adults): Characterized by high rates of participation in all 
aspects of Jewish life.  

 Membership in these five engagement groups differs based on demographic characteristics. 

Index of Jewish Engagement 
One of the purposes of this Index is to demonstrate the full range of Jewish engagement. 
Throughout the remainder of this report, we present data about individual measures of Jewish 
engagement, such as synagogue membership and program participation. One subgroup of the 
population, such as young adults, may have high levels of participation in one type of Jewish 
behavior (e.g., lighting Shabbat candles) but lower participation in another (e.g., attending Jewish 
programs), and another subgroup, such as parents with children, may have the opposite pattern. By 
identifying the patterns that develop around measures of Jewish engagement, we can better 
understand the unique ways Jewish people express their Jewish identities and the potential 
constituencies that exist for different types of Jewish connections.  
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In the Central Florida Jewish community, we identified five categories of Jewish engagement that 
describe patterns of participation in Jewish life. This chapter explains how we created these 
categories and describes the most prevalent Jewish behaviors and attitudes in each grouping.  

Background: Classifications of Jewish Engagement 
The best-known system to categorize Jewish identity is denominational affiliation. Jewish 
denominational categories, at least in the past, closely correlated with measures of Jewish 
engagement, including behaviors and attitudes.10 However, because these labels are self-assigned, 
their meaning varies from one individual to another. In addition, an increasing number of Jews do 
not affiliate with any particular denomination (32% of US Jews in 2020).11 Thus, denominational 
labels are limited in their ability to convey behavior and attitudes. 

Measures of Jewish Engagement 
We specifically designed the Index of Jewish Engagement to identify opportunities for increased 
engagement for groups with different needs and interests.12 The Index focuses on behaviors—the 
ways in which individuals occupy and involve themselves in Jewish life. Such behaviors are concrete 
and measurable expressions of Jewish identity. Behaviors, in many cases, correlate with demographic 
characteristics, background, and attitudes, but also cut across them. Jewish adults’ decisions to take 
part in activities may reflect the value and meaning they find in these activities, the priority they 
place on them, the level of skills and resources that enable them to participate, and the opportunities 
available and known to them.  
 
To develop the Index, we selected a range of Jewish behaviors that were included in the survey 
instrument. The set of Jewish behaviors used to develop the typology are inclusive of the different 
ways—public and private—that contemporary Jews engage with Jewish life. Some of the activities 
are located primarily within institutions (e.g., synagogue membership), while others are home based 
(e.g., Passover seders). These behaviors are classified into four dimensions of Jewish life: family 
holiday celebrations, ritual practices, organizational activities, and personal activities. The behavioral 
measures include:  
 

 Family holiday celebrations: Family holiday celebrations, such as attending a Passover 
seder and lighting Hanukkah candles, are practiced by many US Jews for religious and other 
reasons, e.g., social, familial, cultural, and ethnic. In contrast to High Holiday services, these 
can be practiced at home without institutional affiliation.  

 Ritual practices: Attending religious services, attending High Holiday services, fasting on 
Yom Kippur, keeping kosher, lighting Shabbat candles or having a Shabbat dinner. 

 Organizational activities: Belonging to a synagogue, belonging to a Jewish organization or 
group, donating to Jewish causes, volunteering for Jewish organizations, attending Jewish 
activities. 

 Personal activities: Reading Jewish organizations’ material, engaging in cultural activities 
(book, music, TV, museum), following news about Israel.  
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We employed a statistical tool, latent class analysis (LCA), to cluster similar patterns of behavior 
based on respondents’ answers to survey questions. LCA identifies groups of behaviors that 
“cluster” together by analyzing patterns of responses. The result of the LCA analysis was the 
identification of five unique patterns of Jewish engagement.  
 

 
 
Using LCA, each Jewish adult in the community was classified into one of the five engagement 
groups according to the pattern that most closely matches the individual’s participation in different 
types of Jewish behaviors. For purposes of this report, the names of the engagement groups will be 
used to refer to the groups of Jewish adults who most closely adhere to each pattern. The names of 
the groups are intended to highlight the behaviors that distinguish each group from the others. 

Patterns of Jewish Engagement 
Jewish adults of Central Florida can be clustered into one of five groups, each with similar patterns 
of behavior. The patterns are summarized in Figure 3.1 and described below. Table 3.1 shows, for 
each pattern, the level of participation in each of the 17 behaviors that were used to construct the 
Index of Jewish Engagement. As shown in Figure 3.1, the groups vary widely in size, with the two 
largest groups, encompassing 60% of Jewish adults in Central Florida, consisting of those who have 
little to no interaction with Jewish organizations.  
  

How we developed these categories  
 
Survey respondents answered questions about their Jewish behaviors; based on their responses, 
we identified the five primary patterns of behavior that are presented here. Survey respondents 
were not asked to assign themselves to the groups.  
 
The LCA analysis presented here is unique to the Central Florida Jewish community. Both the 
set of classifications and their names are derived directly from data collected for this study. 
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Figure 3.1. Patterns of Jewish engagement  

 

Jewish Behaviors and Jewish Engagement 
The five patterns differ in degree and types of engagement with a broad set of Jewish behaviors. As 
shown in Table 3.1, the Jewish behaviors across the five engagement patterns vary widely, but all 
patterns include at least some behaviors that represent a connection to Jewish life. The table shows 
the proportion of people in each engagement group who engage in the listed behavior. In this table, 
the darker the box, the higher the proportion of people who engage in that behavior.  
 
The greatest number of Jewish adults (31%) fall into the “Personal” group. Although these 
individuals engaged most in the personal activities included in the model—reading Jewish materials 
(5%), cultural activities (15%), and following news about Israel (36%)—they did so less than 
members of other groups. A similar number of adults (29%) are in the “Familial” group. They have 
similar patterns of engagement to the Personal group across a few categories, but more of them 
observe holidays with a familial component and practice rituals like lighting Shabbat candles (36%) 
and fasting on Yom Kippur (36%). In complete contrast to both Personal and Familial Jews, the 
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“Immersed” group (6%) is small but very active. Over half of Immersed adults practice nearly all 
the behaviors listed.  
 
The remaining adult population is split evenly between the “Holiday” group and the “Involved” 
group (17% each). Involved adults are moderately to heavily active across most activities. Adults in 
the Holiday group are similar to Involved Jews in their participation in family holidays and related 
ritual practices, but they participate much less in organizational activities. Notably, they are far more 
likely to have donated to Jewish charities in the past year (70%) than members of the Personal and 
Familial groups. 
 
Table 3.1. Jewish behaviors and engagement 

 Personal (%) Familial (%) Holiday (%) Involved (%) Immersed (%) 

% of Jewish adults 31 29 17 17 6 
Family holidays      
Attended seder 13 83 80 94 100  
Lit Hanukkah candles 63 99 97 99 100 
Ritual practices      
Ever attended services (past 
two years) 

17 30 100 100 99 

---Services monthly + 0 0 5 25 88 
Attended High Holiday 
services (typical year) 

0 0 95 90 98 

Fast on Yom Kippur (typical 
year) 

8 36 69 70 96 

Kosher at home/always 0 2 0 6 52 
Shabbat candles/dinner (past 
year) 9 46 65 96 99 
---Shabbat regularly 0 3 1 40 74 
Organizational activities      
Synagogue member 1 1 16 46 100 
Member of other Jewish 
organization  

5 4 1 26 43 

Member of informal Jewish 
group 

0 6 0 27 59 

Donated to Jewish charity 
(past year) 

27 46 70 90 100 

Volunteered for Jewish 
organization sometimes or 
frequently (past year) 1 11 6 42 72 
Attended Jewish program 
sometimes or frequently 5 16 1 59 91 
Individual activities past year 
(sometimes or frequently)      
Read Jewish material 5 57 33 73 94 
Jewish cultural activities 15 47 51 74 94  
Sought Israel news 36 53 67 63 95  

 
Legend 0-19 % 20-39% 40-59% 60-79% 80-100% 
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Demographics and Jewish Engagement 
The patterns of engagement are associated with respondents’ demographic characteristics. Tables 
3.2, 3.3, and 3.4 show the distribution of selected demographic characteristics within the Jewish 
engagement categories. To best understand demographic patterns, it is useful to compare the 
distribution of each demographic category within each of the engagement groups to that of the 
overall adult Jewish population, shown in the top row of each table. This comparison indicates 
where each engagement group differs from the overall population. 
 
There are some age differences across the engagement groups (Table 3.2). For example, Jews ages 
50-64 are disproportionately represented in the Immersed and Holiday groups but have low 
representation in the Personal group, whereas younger Jews ages 18-34 are overrepresented in the 
Familial group but underrepresented in the Immersed group.  
 
Table 3.2. Age by Jewish engagement 

 
Age 18-34 

(%) 
Age 35-49 

(%) 
Age 50-64 

(%) 
Age 65-74 

(%) 
Age 75+  

(%) 
Total  

(%) 
All Jewish adults 23 22 31 13 10 100 
Engagement*       
Personal 21 35 20 16 8 100 
Familial 30 15 33 11 11 100 
Holiday 22 21 39 8 10 100 
Involved 21 17 34 14 14 100 
Immersed 11 11 44 26 8 100 

Married couples appear in the largest share in the Familial group (79%; Table 3.3). However, of 
married couples, the Immersed group has the largest share who are inmarried (94%). Couples in the 
Personal group are the least likely to be inmarried (28%), but also most likely to have children in the 
household. 

Table 3.3. Marriage and children by Jewish engagement 

 Married (%) Inmarried (of married; %) Has children (%) 
All Jewish adults 74 60 29 
Engagement  *  
Personal 75 28 37 
Familial 79 63 23 
Holiday 59 78 30 
Involved 73 83 25 
Immersed 77 94 29 

The geographic distribution by group is distinct from that of the Jewish population as a whole 
(Table 3.4). Although only 22% of adults live in Maitland/Winter Park and 20% in Longwood/Lake 
Mary, these regions combine to be the home of 64% of the Immersed group. By contrast, the 
Southwest region, where 41% of Jewish adults in Central Florida reside, is home to 49% of the 
members of the Personal group but only 21% of the Immersed group. 
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Table 3.4. Region by Jewish engagement 

 
Maitland/ 

Winter Park (%) 
Longwood/ 

Lake Mary (%) 
UCF/ 

East Orlando (%) 
Southwest  

(%) 
Total  

(%) 
All Jewish adults 22 20 17 41 100 
Engagement*      
Personal 12 12 27 49 100 
Familial 27 21 9 44 100 
Holiday 15 22 28 36 100 
Involved 28 29 11 32 100 
Immersed 35 29 16 21 100 

Jewish Background and Jewish Engagement 
The following tables describe the Jewish identity and Jewish backgrounds of those in each Jewish 
engagement category. Tables 3.5 and 3.6 show the distribution of selected Jewish identity 
characteristics within each of the Jewish engagement categories (row totals) in comparison to the 
overall Jewish adult population (first row). 
 
Jewish denomination is related to Jewish engagement but is not identical (Table 3.5). A large 
majority of the Personal engagement group are nondenominational Jews (70%), but many Reform 
Jews (25%) are also in the Personal group. The Immersed group contains a far greater proportion of 
Orthodox Jews (19%) than any other group, but the group also includes people from every 
denomination, including a sizeable percentage of Conservative Jews (46%). Conservative Jews make 
up the largest share of the Involved group (50%). 
 
An individual’s Jewish background (Table 3.6) is associated with Jewish engagement in adulthood. 
Majorities of individuals in all groups were raised by two Jewish parents and had some Jewish 
education. However, those in the Personal group are less likely to have had two Jewish parents 
(57%) or a Jewish education (53%) than those in other groups and all adults overall. The Immersed 
group has the most members with two Jewish parents (86%) and a Jewish education background 
(75%). 
 
Table 3.5. Denomination by Jewish engagement 

Denomination 
Orthodox 

(%) 
Conservative 

(%) 
Reform  

(%) 
Other  

(%) 
None  

(%) 
Total  

(%) 
All Jewish adults 2 25 30 5 38 100 
Engagement*       
Personal <1 4 25 <1 70 100 
Familial <1 22 33 5 39 100 
Holiday 1 31 48 2 19 100 
Involved 3 50 24 10 13 100 
Immersed 19 46 11 19 4 100 
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Table 3.6. Jewish background by Jewish engagement    

Jewish background 
All Jewish 
adults (%) 

Personal 
(%) 

Familial  
(%) 

Holiday  
(%) 

Involved 
(%) 

Immersed 
(%) 

Parents inmarried*  72 57 79 78 74 86 
Had any Jewish education 

during K-12*  
65 53 69 68 72 75 

Had part-time Jewish 
education during K-12*  

43 40 46 50 38 52 

Had full time Jewish education 
during K-12*  14 6 12 10 16 21 

Attended Jewish day camp 
during K-12*  

24 16 19 21 31 29 

Attended Jewish overnight 
camp during K-12* 24 17 18 32 29 44 

No Jewish education  
during K-12* 

34 47 31 32 28 25 

Attitudes about Being Jewish and Jewish Engagement 
Just as Jewish behaviors vary across the engagement groups, so too do attitudes about being Jewish. 
The figures below show responses to a set of attitudinal questions that illustrate the differences 
among the groups. As is evident from Figures 3.2 and 3.3, majorities of all groups consider Judaism 
to be a matter of ethnicity and are nearly universal in thinking it a matter of culture. The Holiday 
group has the largest share of those who do not think ethnicity is important at all (20%) and the 
smallest share of those who think it is very important (23%). However, the Holiday group strongly 
values Jewish culture, with 95% saying it is “somewhat” or “very much” a part of their Jewish 
practice. 
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Figure 3.2. Being Jewish is a matter of ethnicity* 

 
 
Figure 3.3. Being Jewish is a matter of culture* 

 
 
With respect to the religious aspects of Judaism (Figure 3.4), there are larger differences in the 
engagement groups. A large majority of the Immersed group considers Judaism to be “very much” a 
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matter of religion (85%) along with 57% of the Involved group. By contrast, 11% of the Familial 
group and 35% of the Personal group believe Judaism is “not at all” a matter of religion.  
 
Figure 3.4. Being Jewish is a matter of religion*  

 
 
With regard to the question of whether Judaism is part of daily life (Figure 3.5), there are clear 
differences between the engagement groups. Among the Immersed Jews, 82% say Judaism is “very 
much” part of their daily lives. In noticeable contrast, 10% of the Personal group said the same.  
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Figure 3.5. Being Jewish is part of daily life* 

 
 

Attitudes about Jewish Community 
Respondents were asked about the aspects of Jewish community they believe are most salient. 
Figure 3.6 displays the extent to which Jews in Central Florida believe that being Jewish is a matter 
of community. Although most do believe being Jewish is at least a little a matter of community 
(89%), the Personal group had a large share who feel it is not (24%). In contrast, strong majorities of 
the Involved and Immersed groups believe that being Jewish is “very much” a matter of community 
(66% and 80% respectively). 
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Figure 3.6. Being Jewish is a matter of community* 

 
 
Community connections vary widely across the engagement groups, but in most groups, feelings of 
connection to the worldwide Jewish community (Figure 3.7) exceed feelings of connection to the 
local community (Figure 3.8). The lone exception is the Immersed group, for whom feelings of 
connection to the worldwide and local Jewish communities are about equal (56% and 57% 
respectively). 
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Figure 3.7. Connections to worldwide Jewish community* 

 
Figure 3.8 Connections to local Jewish community* 
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Chapter 4. Financial Well-Being and 
Health Needs 
Chapter Highlights 
Jewish organizations in Central Florida allocate a significant share of resources toward caring for 
families and individuals in need. The community’s economic stability has provided sufficient 
resources to meet the needs of many. Nevertheless, it is clear there are unmet needs in the 
community.  
 
Like the overall US Jewish population, the Central Florida Jewish community is highly educated and 
economically comfortable. Most households describe themselves as living comfortably or better. 
Nevertheless, there are a significant number with unmet financial and health needs, including some 
that have financial situations limiting their participation in Jewish life.  
 

 Of Jewish adults in Central Florida, over half (57%) have earned at least a bachelor’s degree, 
including 30% with at least one post-graduate degree. 

 Seventeen percent of Jewish households describe themselves as “well off,” 27% “have some 
extra money,” and 37% “have enough money.” But 19% of households are struggling or just 
managing to make ends meet, a possible indication of economic vulnerability.  

 Respondents were also asked about life changes in the previous year that resulted in 
economic hardship. Overall, 36% of households report encountering such a hardship. 

 Economic insecurity is felt by a substantial minority of the population. Thirty-seven percent 
of households do not have enough funds to cover three months of expenses were they to 
face an unexpected loss of income; 15% could not cover an unexpected $400 expense; and 
14% skipped a rent, mortgage, or utility payment to cover other costs. 

 Twenty-two percent of Jewish households in Central Florida include at least one person who 
has a health issue, special need, or disability.  

 Eleven percent of Jewish households are serving as primary caregivers for a relative, separate 
from routine childcare. 

Educational Attainment 
The Jewish population of Central Florida is highly educated, similar to the US Jewish population and 
more highly educated than the US population overall. Of Jewish adults in Central Florida, over half 
(57%) have earned at least a bachelor’s degree, including 30% with at least one post-graduate degree 
(Figure 4.1).13 Similarly, among Jews in the United States, 58% have a college degree or higher.14 By 
contrast, in Central Florida, the proportion of adults with at least a bachelor’s degree is 22%, and 
among all US adults, the proportion is 32%.15 
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Figure 4.1. Educational attainment 

 

Economic Well-Being 
Overall, Jewish households in Central Florida make up an economically stable community. The 
plurality of households (37%) reported they have enough money to cover their needs, 27% said they 
have “some extra money,” and 17% described themselves as “well off” (Table 4.1). But 19% 
reported they are “just managing to make ends meet” or simply cannot, a possible indication of 
economic vulnerability.16 
 
There are no major differences in household standard of living by region. Younger households (ages 
18-34) are about as financially stable as other non-senior adults, but they are the least likely to be 
well off (7%). 
 
Among those who responded to the question about income,17 39% reported household income of 
$100,000 per year or greater, including 14% of households who make over $200,000 a year (Table 
4.2). On the lower end of the spectrum, 31% of households make less than $50,000 a year.18 In 
comparison, data from the US Census Bureau indicate that 3% of households in Central Florida 
have incomes of $200,000 or greater per year, and 22% have incomes under $50,000. 
 
Household income trends are somewhat similar to household standard of living trends, reflecting a 
community that is relatively affluent but that nevertheless has a substantial population that is 
struggling. Notably, 40% of households with children report incomes below $50,000 in 2019, 
though only 20% of households with children indicate they cannot make ends meet or are just 
managing to do so. 
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Table 4.1. Standard of living 

  

Cannot/Just 
managing to make 

ends meet  
(% of household) 

Have enough 
money  

(% of household) 

Have some extra 
money (% of 

household) 

Well-off  
(% of 

household) 

All Jewish households  19  37  27  17 

Engagement      

Personal  18  41  25  16 

Familial  21  31  29  19 

Holiday  18  33  31  17 

Involved  23  44  23  10 

Immersed  11  50  15  24 

Geography*     

Maitland/Winter Park 15 40 21 25 

Longwood/Lake Mary 17 40 28 16 

UCF/East Orlando 20 38 29 13 

Southwest 24 33 29 14 

Head of household age     

18-34  21  47  26  7 

35-49  22  28  35  15 

50-64  24  31  27  18 

65-74  9  44  21  26 

75+  9  56  17  17 

Marital status*     

Inmarried  18  34  32  16 

Intermarried  15  36  30  19 

Not married  25  41  19  15 

Parent status     

Children in household  17  36  28  19 

No children in household  20  37  26  16 
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Table 4.2. Household income in 2019 

  
<$50,000 (% 

of HH) 

$50,000 to 
$99,999 (% of 

HH) 

$100,000 to 
$149,999 (% 

of HH) 

$150,000 to 
$199,999 (% 

of HH) 

$200,000+ (% 
of HH) 

All Jewish households 31 30 17 8 14 

Engagement*      

Personal 23 38 14 12 12 

Familial 17 34 22 7 20 

Holiday 56 14 14 6 10 

Involved 33 34 17 6 10 

Immersed 32 22 27 6 13 

Geography      

Maitland/Winter Park 26 31 22 7 13 

Longwood/Lake Mary 34 34 12 7 14 

UCF/East Orlando 32 39 11 10 8 

Southwest 31 21 22 8 18 

Head of household age      

18-34 -- -- -- -- -- 

35-49 26 22 19 12 21 

50-64 22 33 20 10 15 

65-74 34 36 23 2 4 

75+ 59 26 7 6 2 

Marital status*      

Inmarried 17 28 23 10 22 

Intermarried 20 26 23 12 19 

Not married 50 35 9 2 4 

Parent status*      

Children in household 40 29 16 7 9 

No children in household 10 33 22 11 25 

Economic Insecurity and Poverty 
Although the vast majority (81%) of Jewish households in Central Florida reported they have 
sufficient or even ample financial resources to meet their needs, some households struggle with 
significant economic challenges. As one measure of economic need, respondents indicated whether 
they received government benefits or skipped necessities in the past year (Table 4.3). These benefits 
included Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) or Supplemental Security Income (SSI); 
Medicaid; subsidized housing; SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program); or daycare 
assistance. However, it is important to note that some of these benefits are not entirely restricted to 
low-income households (e.g., SSDI, Medicaid); accordingly, receipt of these benefits is only a 
possible indicator of financial need, not a definite indicator. Twenty-six percent of Jewish 
households said they receive some form of public benefit. 
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Respondents were also asked about life changes in the previous year that resulted in economic 
hardship.19 Just over one third of households (36%) reported encountering such a hardship. Nine 
percent reported a change in health, such as major illness; 28% noted a change in employment, such 
as a reduction in pay; 8% mentioned a change in family structure, such as divorce; and another 6% 
experienced a change in housing, such as foreclosure. 
 
Financial insecurity is reflected in a lack of financial resources for emergency or future expenses. Of 
all Jewish households, 37% have insufficient savings for three months’ rent, 15% could not cover an 
unexpected $400 expense, and 14% skipped paying rent, a mortgage, or utilities (Table 4.4). These 
numbers indicate that although just under 20% of households reported they are struggling or unable 
to make ends meet (Table 4.1), many more are still in a precarious financial situation. 
 
Table 4.3. Economic needs: Summary 

 
Jewish 

households (%) 
Public Benefits  

Any benefits 26 

Food stamps/SNAP, subsidized housing, 
Medicaid, or daycare assistance 

9 

SSDI or SSI 5 

Energy or utility assistance < 1 
Unemployment benefits 19 
Economic hardships  
Any hardship 36 

Change in health 9 

Change in employment 28 
Change in family structure 8 
Change in housing 6 
Financial insecurities  

Insufficient savings for three months’ 
expenses 

37 

Inability to pay $400 expense 15 
Skipped rent, mortgage, or utility bill 14 
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Table 4.4. Economic insecurity by household characteristics 

 Any economic 
hardship (%) 

Any public benefit 
(%) 

Skipped rent 
(%) 

Not enough 
savings for 3 
months (%) 

Insufficient 
savings for $400 

expense (%) 
All Jewish 
households 

36 26 14 37 15 

Engagement       

Personal 31 27 12 34 11 
Familial 40 30 12 42 21 
Holiday 34 24 5 26 16 
Involved 40 24 12 36 16 
Immersed 32 15 8 44 25 
Geography   *   

Winter Park 40 16 5 43 21 
Lake Mary 27 28 5 35 15 
UCF 28 25 18 35 16 
Southwest 42 32 12 35 15 
Head of 
household age 

* * * * * 

18-34 -- -- -- -- -- 
35-49 37 20 12 36 17 
50-64 47 24 16 38 19 
65-74 12 14 3 28 21 
75+ 11 27 2 43 13 
Marital status      

Inmarried 33 34 8 39 16 
Intermarried 35 29 11 39 16 
Not married 38 16 11 32 18 
Parent status      

Children in 
household 38 24 15 46 19 

No children in 
household 

35 27 9 33 16 

Financial barriers also present a significant obstacle to fully participating in Jewish life. Of 
respondents who reported financial impediments to participation in Jewish life, 45 provided 
additional explanation in response to open-ended questions about the community’s strengths and 
weaknesses or the greatest challenges facing the Central Florida Jewish community today. In 
response to the latter question, 106 respondents specifically noted financial barriers as the greatest 
challenge facing the community, in particular synagogue dues:  

[One weakness of the community]: Everything always involves money; dues, fees, contributions. It’s frustrating when 
money is tight. 
 
There’s a Central Florida Jewish community? But really, it’s so expensive to join a synagogue or organization that I 
feel more disconnected from the Jewish community than ever.  
 
I have found that several of the synagogues that I looked into are not suitable for my family. Because of our monetary 
issues we could not afford to join, and frankly we do not fit in. 
 



45 
 

Other respondents cited Jewish schools, summer camps, and other assorted programming as being 
prohibitively expensive to attend:   
 
Many of the costs of activities (i.e., classes) at the J are too high.  Memberships in synagogues and temples are very 
high.   
 
We looked into sending our child to JCC pre-K (Maitland). The tuition cost more than local college tuition. This was 
a missed opportunity to engage with a family just starting out. It should have been more accessible for everyone (for 
those who could demonstrate a financial need).  

Health Status and Needs 
Poor health, special needs, and disabilities can indicate the need for assistance from human service 
agencies. It can also be a hurdle for the full, desired participation in Jewish life. 
 
Twenty-two percent of Jewish households in Central Florida include at least one person who is 
limited by some sort of health issue, special need, or disability (Table 4.5). Seven percent of 
households, or about one third of those with a need, did not receive the services required to address 
the health need. In addition, 8% of households received the services they needed and the remainder 
did not require any services (not shown in table). 
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Table 4.5. Health challenges for anyone in household 

 
Any health issue, special need,  

or disability  
(% of all households) 

Health issue, special need, or disability causes 
limitation with unmet need  

(% of all households) 
All Jewish 
households 

22 7 

Engagement    

Personal 24 3 
Familial 24 2 
Holiday 19 10 
Involved 24 8 
Immersed 12 1 
Geography *  
Maitland/Winter Park 16 5 
Longwood/Lake Mary 31 14 
UCF/East Orlando 34 8 
Southwest 15 2 
Head of household 
age 

* * 

18-34 7 1 
35-49 10 3 
50-64 23 3 
65-74 26 3 
75+ 61 23 
Marital status   
Inmarried 20 13 
Intermarried 20 2 
Not married 26 7 
Parent status *  
Children in 
household 

11 3 

No children in 
household 27 8 

Financial situation * * 
Struggling 34 10 
Enough money 27 12 
Extra money 13 2 
Well off 18 1 

Nearly one-in-four adults (23%) ages 75 and older in the Central Florida Jewish community have 
unmet health needs. Households that describe themselves as struggling financially or have enough 
money to pay their bills but no extra are also much more likely than households with ample financial 
resources to have unmet needs. 

In 3% of all Jewish households, there is a minor child who has a health issue, special need, or 
disability. This represents 9% of households with a child, or 12% of households with a health issue. 
In 20% of all Jewish households, or 89% of households with a health issue, the person with the 
health issue is an adult. 
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Among the households that required services, whether they received them or not, 5% requested 
them from a Jewish-sponsored organization; 2% did not receive them, and 3% did. 
 
Respondents who indicated that a household member is limited by a health issue, special need, or 
disability were asked to categorize the issue. The most frequent limitation is chronic illness, 
occurring in 52% of households with a health issue, representing 12% of all Jewish households 
(Table 4.6). Physical disabilities are faced by 9% of all Jewish households. Four percent of 
households include someone with a cognitive disability, 4% with a mental health issue, and 1% 
include someone with a developmental disability. 
 
Table 4.6. Type of health issue, special need, or disability 

 
Households with a health 

need (%) 
All Jewish households 

(%) 
Chronic illness 52 12 
Physical disability 43 9 
Cognitive disability 18 4 
Mental illness 12 4 
Developmental disability 7 1 
Other 18 4 

Caregivers 
Eleven percent of Jewish households are serving as primary caregivers for a relative, separate from 
routine childcare. Fifty-five percent of caregivers (representing 6% of all households) are providing 
care for someone living in their own household, 36% of caregivers (representing 4% of all 
households) are providing care for someone in another Central Florida household, and 18% of 
caregivers (representing 2% of all households) are providing care for someone outside of the Central 
Florida area.20 Most caregivers, 59%, are helping a parent or parent-in-law, but some are providing 
care to a spouse (7%) or a child, whether a minor (18%) or an adult age 18 and older (10%). 
Another 29% are providing or managing care to another person.21 

Older Adults 
Nine percent of Jewish adults have a parent living in a group home, assisted living facility, nursing 
home, or independent living community in Central Florida (including 3% whose parent resides in a 
Jewish-sponsored facility), and 12% have a parent living in such an arrangement elsewhere.  
 
Six percent of Jewish adults ages 65 and older in Central Florida live in an assisted living facility, a 
nursing home, or an independent living community. Among those who do not live in such a 
community, 11% are considering moving to one within the next five years. 
 
Some adults ages 55 and older experience challenges related to aging. Six percent were at least 
somewhat limited by the transportation needed to go about their daily lives, either during or before 
the pandemic.  
 
Eighteen percent of senior households sought or received at least one service offered by the local 
Jewish community (Table 4.7). This corresponds to 44% of senior households with a health issue. 
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Table 4.7. Services sought or received by seniors 

 
All seniors’ households not in 

senior housing (%) 
Senior households with a 

health issue (%) 
Any senior service 18 44 
Jewish holiday meals 2 6 
Jewish Pavilion programs 2 6 
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Chapter 5. Jewish Children 
Chapter Highlights 
This chapter focuses on the choices parents make about how to raise their children and how they 
take advantage—or not—of Jewish educational opportunities available in Central Florida. The goal 
is to describe the landscape of educational programs, including Jewish preschools; formal Jewish 
education programs, both part-time and full-time; and informal Jewish education programs, 
including camp and youth groups.  
 

 Among the 13,600 children who live in Central Florida Jewish households, 9,700 (71%) are 
being raised Jewish in some way, either by religion, secularly or culturally, or as Jewish and 
another religion.  

 Among the 3,900 children not being raised Jewish, 3,300 are being raised with no religion, 
500 are being raised in another religion, and 100 have parents who have not yet decided how 
to raise them. 

 Virtually all inmarried parents are raising their children Jewish, and among children of 
intermarried parents, 63% are being raised Jewish in some way. 

 Of Jewish children who are not yet in kindergarten, 12% were enrolled in a Jewish preschool 
program.  

 Nine percent of Jewish children in grades K-12 were enrolled in some form of Jewish school 
during the 2020-21 academic year. This includes 3% in day school or yeshiva and 6% in part-
time school.  

 Of Jewish children in grades K-12, 22% participated in at least one form of informal 
education, 19% in grades 6-12 were in a youth group, 3% in high school went on a peer trip 
to Israel, and 9% attended a Jewish summer camp. 

 Among Jewish households with at least one child age 12 or younger, 25% receive books 
from PJ Library.  

Jewish Children 
Of the 13,600 children living within the Jewish community of Central Florida, there are 9,700 
children (71% of all children) who are being raised Jewish in some way—either by religion, secularly 
or culturally, or as Jewish and another religion (Table 5.1). Among the remaining children, 3,300 are 
being raised without religion, 500 are being raised in another religion, and 100 have parents who 
have not yet decided how to raise them. 
 
Of the 9,700 Jewish children, 42% are being raised by inmarried parents, 38% by intermarried 
parents, and the remaining 20% by single parents (Figure 5.1). 
 
Jewish children are evenly distributed between older and younger ages (Table 5.2). In contrast, the 
distribution of non-Jewish children skews older. About half (51%) of the children not being raised 
Jewish are teenagers.  
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Table 5.1. Religion of children in Jewish households 

 Number All children (%) 
Being raised Jewish 9,700 71% 
Jewish alone 8,400 61% 
Jewish and another religion 1,300 10% 
Not being raised Jewish 3,900 29% 
No religion 3,300 24% 
Another religion 500 4% 
Undecided 100 < 1% 
Total 13,600 100% 

 
Figure 5.1. Marital status of parents of Jewish children 

 
Table 5.2. Ages of children in Jewish households 

 Jewish children Non-Jewish children All children 
 Number Percentage (%) Number Percentage (%) Number Percentage (%) 
0-5 3,100 32% 200 5% 3,200 24% 
6-12 3,000 31% 1,600 41% 4,600 34% 
13-17 3,100 32% 2,000 51% 5,100 38% 
Unknown 500 5% < 100 2% 500 4% 
Total 9,700 100% 3,900 100% 13,600 100% 

 

Religion of Children by Household Characteristics 
Overall, 71% of children in Jewish households are being raised Jewish in some way: by religion, as 
secular/cultural Jews, or as Jewish and another religion (Table 5.3), slightly below the national 
average of 81%.22 Overwhelming majorities of most engagement groups are raising their children as 
Jewish in some way. The Personal group is the exception, with only 32% of parents raising their 
children as Jews. In most geographic regions over three quarters of parents are raising their children 

Inmarried, 42%

Intermarried, 
38%

Single, 20%
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Jewish, apart from UCF/East Orlando (44%). Virtually all inmarried parents are raising their 
children Jewish (Figure 5.2), and among children of intermarried parents, 63% are being raised 
Jewish in some way (Figure 5.3), similar to the national average (69%).23 
 
Table 5.3. Children raised Jewish, by household characteristics 

 Raised Jewish (%) 

All children in Jewish households 71 
Engagement   
Personal 32 
Familial 95 
Holiday 90 
Involved 99 
Immersed 99 
Region  
Maitland/Winter Park 91 
Longwood/Lake Mary 97 
UCF/East Orlando 52 
Southwest 77 
Marital status  
Inmarried 100 
Intermarried 63 
No couple 85 

 
 
Figure 5.2. Religion raised, children of inmarriage 

 

Jewish alone, 
99%

Jewish and 
another 
religion, 
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Figure 5.3. Religion raised, children of intermarriage 

 
 

Participation in Jewish Education 
Jewish education occurs in the context of Jewish preschools; formal classroom settings, such as day 
schools and part-time supplementary schools; and informal settings, including camps, youth groups, 
and peer trips to Israel. Table 5.4 shows the overall numbers of children in each form of Jewish 
schooling during the 2020-21 academic year, and Table 5.5 shows participation in informal Jewish 
education during the 2020-21 academic year. The tables also display the proportion of Jewish 
children who were enrolled, among the Jewish children who were age-eligible to attend that form of 
Jewish education. 
 
Unlike the tables and figures earlier in this chapter, which focused only on children who are not yet 
age 18, analysis of Jewish education includes 18- and 19-year-old children who are still in high 
school. Because the vast majority of children in Jewish education are being raised Jewish in some 
way, the analysis below is restricted to those children.  
 
On the whole, enrollment in formal education is low. Of Jewish children who are not yet in 
kindergarten, 12% were enrolled in a Jewish preschool24 and 9% in grades K-12 were enrolled in 
some form of Jewish school during the 2020-21 academic year. Just 3% of Jewish children in grades 
K-12 were enrolled in day schools or yeshivot,25 6% were enrolled in a part-time school, and 5% 
were tutored.  
 
In addition, many Jewish households contemplated formal education but ultimately decided against 
it. Among households whose children were never enrolled in Jewish schooling, 20% at one point 
considered it. And nearly half (48%) of households with children not currently enrolled in any 
Jewish school said at least one child was formerly enrolled. 
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Table 5.4. Children in formal Jewish education during 2020-21 school year 

 Jewish student 
enrollment (number) 

Proportion of age-eligible 
Jewish children (%) 

Jewish preschool 400 12% 
Tutoring, K-12 400 5% 
Any Jewish schooling, K-12 700 9% 
     Part-time school, K-12 500 6% 
     Day school, K-12 200 3% 

Of Jewish children in grades 6-12, 19% participated in a Jewish youth group since June 2019 (Table 
5.5). Three percent of Jewish children in grades 9-12 have traveled to Israel as part of a peer trip. 
Fifteen percent of Jewish children in grades K-12 attended a Jewish day camp in summers 2019 or 
2020, as either campers or staff, as did 8% at an overnight camp. And 25% of households with a 
child age 12 or younger received books from PJ Library (not shown in table).  

 
Table 5.5. Children in informal Jewish education 

 
Jewish student 

enrollment (number) 
Proportion of age-eligible 

Jewish children (%) 
Youth group in 2019-2021, 6-12 900 19% 
Peer Israel trip, 9-12 100 3% 
Any Jewish camp during summer 2019 
or 2020, K-12 1,400 9% 

     Jewish day camp, K-12 1,100 15% 
     Jewish overnight camp. K-12 600 8% 

Note: Children may have participated in both day camp and overnight camp. 
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Chapter 6. Synagogues and Ritual Life 
Chapter Highlights 
Synagogues have long been the central communal and religious “home” for Jews in the United 
States, and membership in a congregation is one of the key ways Jews affiliate with the Jewish 
community. However, regardless of membership status, many Jews participate in ritual on a regular 
or intermittent basis at home. Religious and ritual observance constitute one means by which Jews in 
Central Florida express their Jewish identities. 
 

 In Central Florida, 16% of Jewish households include someone who belongs to a Jewish 
congregation.  

 Seven percent of households are dues-paying members of local “brick-and-mortar” 
congregations, traditionally structured with buildings and ordained clergy. 

 Two percent of households are dues-paying members at a synagogue outside Central Florida. 
 Seven percent of households belong to a Chabad. 
 One percent of households belong to an independent minyan or havurah. 
 Among households who are members of local brick-and-mortar synagogues 52% are 

Conservative, 43% are Reform, and 5% are Orthodox. 
 Passover and Hanukkah are observed by the largest proportion of the Central Florida Jewish 

community, with 90%, lighting Hanukkah candles in a typical year and two-thirds hosting or 
attending a Passover seder. 

 Thirty-seven percent attend High Holiday services in a typical year. 

Synagogue Membership 
In Central Florida, 16% of households include someone who belongs to a Jewish congregation, 
whether a synagogue, independent minyan, Chabad, or other worship community (Table 6.1). 
Nationally, 35% of households include a member of a Jewish congregation.26 Two percent of 
Central Florida households belong to more than one congregation (not shown in table).  
On average, Central Florida members have belonged to their congregations for 11 years. 
Rates of synagogue membership are highest within the Immersed engagement group. 
Geographically, synagogue membership is lowest in UCF/East Orlando (11%) and the Southwest 
region (12%) and highest in Longwood/Lake Mary (27%). Ten percent of Jews ages 18-34 belong to 
a congregation, compared to 20% of Jews 65 and older.  
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Table 6.1. Synagogue membership 

  Any synagogue member (%) Local synagogue member (%) 

All Jewish households 16 15 
Engagement  * * 
Personal 1 1 
Familial 1 <1 
Holiday 17 14 
Involved 42 37 
Immersed 100 99 
Geography * * 
Maitland/Winter Park 18 16 
Longwood/Lake Mary 27 22 
UCF/East Orlando 11 11 
Southwest 12 11 
Age   

18-34 10 10 
35-49 15 15 
50-64 17 16 
65-74 20 16 
75+ 20 14 
Marital status * * 
Inmarried 25 23 
Intermarried 8 7 
Not married 20 17 
Parent status * * 
No child in HH 14 12 
Child in HH 22 21 

 

 
 

Congregation types 
 
“Brick-and-mortar” synagogue: Typically has its own building, a conventional 
dues/membership structure, professional clergy, and programs or amenities commonly available 
in synagogues (e.g., Hebrew school). Usually appeals to a relatively narrow range of the 
denominational spectrum. 
 
Independent minyan or havurah: May lack its own building, conventional dues/membership 
structure, professional clergy, and/or amenities commonly available in synagogues. 
 
Chabad: Typically has its own building, professional clergy, and programs or amenities 
commonly available in synagogues. Usually does not have a conventional dues/membership 
structure. Draws from across the denominational spectrum. 
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Seven percent of households pay dues to local “brick-and-mortar” synagogues, which typically have 
their own buildings, ordained clergy, and dues structures (Table 6.2; see definitions above). 
Synagogue affiliation models are no longer limited to “brick-and-mortar” synagogues with a paid 
dues structure, however. Organizations such as Chabad, independent minyanim, and havurot have 
grown in popularity, and voluntary contributions have replaced dues in some congregations. 
 
Seven percent of Central Florida Jewish households reported they belong to a local Chabad, the 
same proportion as those who pay dues to a local brick-and-mortar congregation. Although only 3% 
of Jews ages 18-34 pay dues to a brick-and-mortar congregation, 7% said they belong to Chabad.  
 
Table 6.2. Synagogue membership by type 

 

Local brick-
and-mortar 
synagogue, 

pays dues (%) 

Chabad (%) 

Local brick-and-
mortar 

synagogue, no 
dues (%) 

Independent 
minyan or havurah 

(%) 

Out-of-area 
synagogue (%) 

All Jewish 
households 7 7 1 1 2 

Engagement  * * * * * 
Personal 1 0 <1 <1 1 
Familial <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 
Holiday 5 7 3 1 3 
Involved 20 15 <1 2 5 
Immersed 41 57 1 3 2 
Geography *  *  * 
Maitland/ 
Winter Park 

7 9 <1 1 1 

Longwood/ 
Lake Mary 

11 11 2 1 5 

UCF/East 
Orlando 

4 7 <1 <1 <1 

Southwest 6 3 <1 1 1 
Age   *  * 
18-34 3 7 <1 0 <1 
35-49 7 8 <1 1 0 
50-64 9 6 1 1 1 
65-74 6 9 <1 1 4 
75+ 6 7 <1 1 7 
Marital status * * *   

Inmarried 14 9 <1 1 2 
Intermarried 3 3 <1 1 1 
Not married 6 10 1 1 3 
Parent status *     

No child in HH 5 6 1 1 2 
Child in HH 11 9 <1 1 1 

Among households that pay dues to a brick-and-mortar synagogue, 52% belong to a Conservative 
congregation, 43% to a Reform congregation, and 5% to an Orthodox congregation (Table 6.3). 
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Table 6.3. Denomination of brick-and-mortar synagogues 

 Brick-and-mortar synagogue households (%) 

Orthodox 5 
Conservative 52 
Reform 43 

 
In addition to the 16% of Jewish households that belong to a congregation, 35% previously 
belonged to a congregation at some point in their lives. Among the former members, 35% were last 
members less than five years ago; 26% were members 5-9 years ago; and 39% were members 10 or 
more years ago. 
 
Households that are not current members of a congregation were asked about some common 
reasons why they may not belong. These responses are presented in Table 6.4 for all current non-
members, then broken down into former members and households that have never been members. 
Notably, of four commonly cited reasons not to belong to a congregation—membership is not a 
priority, cost, not having children at home, and the location of congregations—former members 
were significantly more likely to cite cost than households where no one had ever been a member of 
a congregation; the other reasons did not elicit significantly different responses. Thirty-seven percent 
of non-members, including 49% of former members and 32% of households where no one had ever 
been a member of a congregation, cited a variety of other reasons, such as lacking a community 
feeling, not enough convenient options within their specific preferred denomination, and inadequate 
transportation to get to services or programming.  
 
Table 6.4. Reasons for not being synagogue members 

 Overall (%) Former-member 
households (%) 

Never-member 
households (%) 

Not a priority 38 33 41 
Cost* 30 38 25 
No children at home 18 17 11 
Location 18 19 16 
Other* 37 49 32 

Religious Services 
Jews in Central Florida participate in synagogue life in ways beyond membership. Although 16% of 
households belong to a congregation, 54% attended a Jewish religious service at least once in the 
previous two years, either in person or online (Table 6.5). Nearly all synagogue members attended at 
least one service, and 45% of non-members did so. Parents and non-parents attend services at 
similar rates. 
 
Eleven percent of Jewish adults attended services at least monthly or more often. Thirty-seven 
percent of adults attend a High Holiday service in a typical year. 
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Table 6.5. Jewish religious services 

 
Any services in past two 

years (%) 
Services monthly or more 

(%) 
High Holidays in typical year 

(%) 
All Jewish adults 54 11 37 
Engagement  * * * 
Personal 17 <1 < 1 
Familial 30 0 0 
Holiday 100 5 95 
Involved 100 25 91 
Immersed 99 88 98 
Geography    
Maitland/Winter 
Park 57 14 75 

Longwood/Lake 
Mary 

64 13 75 

UCF/East Orlando 58 9 67 
Southwest 46 9 63 
Age    
18-34 55 9 32 
35-49 42 9 31 
50-64 59 10 47 
65-74 57 19 36 
75+ 55 11 34 
Marital status * * * 
Inmarried 65 17 49 
Intermarried 28 3 14 
Not married 65 10 44 
Parent status    
No child in HH 54 10 38 
Child in HH 53 14 37 
Synagogue 
member 

* * * 

No 45 3 26 
Yes 96 48 92 

As of fall 2020, when asked about High Holidays in 2021 within the context of the pandemic, Jewish 
adults were split on whether they wanted services to be in-person or online. Among those who 
typically attend High Holiday services, 20% preferred in-person services and 21% preferred online 
services. Half of Jewish adults were open to both, and 8% did not know or did not have a 
preference. 

Holidays and Rituals 
The majority of Jewish adults in Central Florida celebrate Jewish holidays and observe Jewish rituals. 
Nearly everyone (90%) lights Hanukkah candles in a typical year, and about two thirds host or 
attend a Passover seder (Table 6.6). Lighting Hanukkah candles is nearly universal among all Jews 
except for those in the Personal engagement group. Sixty-four percent of Jewish adults have a 
mezuzah on a door in their home, the same as the national average.27 On a typical Yom Kippur, 
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42% of adults fast (and another 12% cannot fast for medical reasons). Five percent of adults keep 
kosher at home or all the time, compared to 17% of the Jewish community in the United States. 
 
Table 6.6. Holiday and Ritual Practice 

 
Light Hanukkah 

candles in 
typical year (%) 

Attend 
Passover seder 
in typical year 

(%) 

Mezuzah at 
home (%) 

Fast on typical 
Yom Kippura 

(%) 

Keep kosher at 
home (%) 

All Jewish 
adults 90 66 64 42 5 

Engagement  * * * * * 
Personal 63 13 28 8 <1 
Familial 99 83 65 36 2 
Holiday 97 80 79 69 0 
Involved 99 94 90 70 6 
Immersed 100 100 97 96 52 
Geography  * *   

Maitland/Winter 
Park 

92 75 67 58 7 

Longwood/Lake 
Mary 83 79 84 67 4 

UCF/East 
Orlando 

90 44 47 47 5 

Southwest 88 64 58 52 4 
Age * * *   

18-34 93 68 53 44 4 
35-49 88 52 49 41 2 
50-64 94 75 76 52 7 
65-74 76 52 64 33 7 
75+ 80 77 79 26 4 
Marital status  * * * * 
Inmarried 92 84 80 53 8 
Intermarried 87 45 44 24 1 
Not married 84 59 56 47 5 
Parent status *     

Not parent 84 68 65 41 5 
Parent 99 61 60 48 4 
Synagogue 
member 

* * * * * 

No 86 60 57 36 1 
Yes 97 93 94 75 23 

a Note: In addition, 12% of Jewish adults cannot fast for medical reasons. 

 
Forty-two percent of Jewish adults lit Shabbat candles at least once in the past year, of whom 12% 
did so regularly (Table 6.7). Thirty-eight percent had or attended a special meal for Shabbat at least 
once in the past year, of whom 8% did so regularly. Overall, 48% of Jewish adults participated in at 
least one of these Shabbat observances (not shown in table). 
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Table 6.7. Shabbat 

  Lit Shabbat candles in past year Had or attended special Shabbat meal in past year 

  Ever (%) Regularly (%) Ever (%) Regularly (%) 
All Jewish adults 42 12 38 8 
Engagement  * * * * 
Personal 7 <1 4 0 
Familial 41 3 28 2 
Holiday 54 1 54 <1 
Involved 85 39 83 23 
Immersed 97 71 95 48 
Geography     

Maitland/Winter Park 49 14 49 12 
Longwood/Lake Mary 55 17 46 8 
UCF/East Orlando 40 10 30 4 
Southwest 38 11 34 7 
Age * *   

18-34 38 16 35 12 
35-49 39 7 33 4 
50-64 59 15 48 8 
65-74 41 14 37 7 
75+ 31 8 31 2 
Marital status * * * * 
Inmarried 58 20 49 13 
Intermarried 28 3 17 1 
Not married 43 12 46 7 
Parent status     

Not parent 44 13 39 7 
Parent 45 13 39 10 
Synagogue member * * * * 
No 36 7 30 4 
Yes 84 40 79 26 
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Chapter 7. Social and Communal Life 
Chapter Highlights 
The Central Florida Jewish community offers diverse avenues for communal participation. Jews join 
local, regional, and national membership organizations and attend an array of cultural, educational, 
and religious events. They volunteer and donate their time to Jewish and non-Jewish causes. 
Through their participation, they make Jewish friends and strengthen their ties to the local 
community. Jewish life also includes informal or personal involvement with Jewish friends and 
community members.  
 
This chapter describes the multiple ways in which Jews in Central Florida interact and participate 
with their local peers and institutions and points to measures that can enhance these connections. 
Some of the main findings include:  
 

 Ten percent of Jewish households in Central Florida belong to a Jewish organization other 
than a synagogue or JCC, 11% belong to informal or grassroots Jewish groups, and 5% 
belong to either the Roth or the Rosen JCC. 

 Of JCC member households, 47% reside in Maitland/Winter Park, 12% in Longwood/Lake 
Mary, and 8% in UCF/East Orlando. Nearly all of these households are members of the 
Roth JCC. 

 The remaining 36% of JCC member households reside in the Southwest region, and nearly 
all are members of the Rosen JCC. 

 Thirty-seven percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida attended a Jewish program, either in 
person or online, in the past year. 

 The most common venues for participation were local synagogues (13% of Jewish adults) 
and Chabad (10%). 

 Five percent of Jewish adults participated in programs with the Roth JCC. Of these, the 
most popular programming types were children and family (45% of participants) and culture 
and arts (42%), followed by senior programming (22%), sports and recreation (16%), and 
fitness and wellness (14%). 

 Three percent of Jewish adults participated in programs with the Rosen JCC. Of these, the 
most popular programming type was children and family (55% of participants), followed by 
culture and arts (29%), senior programming (27%), fitness and wellness (26%), and sports 
and recreation (22%). 

 Nineteen percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida volunteered for a local Jewish 
organization in the past year. 

 Eighty-three percent of Jewish adults are willing to commute to attend Jewish programs, 
including 30% who are willing to drive 30 minutes or more. 

 Eighty-one percent of Jewish households in Central Florida made charitable donations in the 
past year, including 51% who donated to Jewish organizations. 
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 Sixty-eight percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida believe that being Jewish is somewhat 
or very much a matter of community. 

 Fifty-nine percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida feel somewhat or very connected to the 
global Jewish community, but only 27% feel so connected to the local Jewish community. 

 Seventy-four percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida have at least some close friends who 
are Jewish. 

 Eight percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida were victims of antisemitism in the past 
year. 

Jewish Organizations and Programs 
Central Florida Jews participate in a wide range of Jewish organizations and activities. Ten percent 
of households reported they belong to a local Jewish organization other than a synagogue or JCC 
(Table 7.1). In addition to formal membership organizations, 11% of Jewish households said they 
belong to an informal or grassroots group in the area, and 5% said they belong to either the Roth or 
the Rosen Jewish Community Center. Of member households, 47% live in the Maitland/Winter 
Park region, 12% in the Longwood/Lake Mary region, and 8% in the UCF/East Orlando region; 
nearly all of these households are members of the Roth JCC. The remaining 36% of members, 
residing in the Southwest region, are members of the Rosen JCC. 
 



63 
 

Table 7.1. Organization memberships 

 
Belong to Jewish organization other than 

synagogue or JCC (%) 
Belong to informal 

Jewish group (%) 
Belong to Roth or 

Rosen JCC (%) 
All Jewish 
households 10 11 5 

Engagement  * *  

Personal 6 0 2 
Familial 7 7 6 
Holiday <1 0 3 
Involved 23 33 6 
Immersed 41 50 8 
Geography    

Maitland/Winte
r Park 15 19 9 

Longwood/Lake 
Mary 

14 13 3 

UCF/East 
Orlando 6 6 2 

Southwest 6 6 5 
Age    

18-34 8 9 3 
35-49 3 6 10 
50-64 14 15 3 
65-74 16 15 5 
75+ 6 6 4 
Marital status    

Inmarried 17 13 5 
Intermarried 7 8 3 
Not married 8 12 7 
Parent status *  * 
No child in 
household 

12 12 3 

Child in 
household 

5 8 10 

Synagogue 
member 

* *  

No 8 8 4 
Yes 20 27 8 

Programming Before and During COVID-19 
The COVID-19 pandemic dramatically transformed the ways people chose to or were able to access 
Jewish communal services. This included participation in Jewish programming. Most adults (63%) 
did not attend any programming (Table 7.2). Attendance remained highest among synagogue 
members and Jewish adults in the Immersed group. Ninety-one percent of the Immersed 
engagement group occasionally or frequently participated in Jewish programming over the past year, 
as did 63% of synagogue members. 
 
However, despite the number of adults who did not participate in Jewish programs, many more 
explored new ways to engage with Judaism online. Forty percent of all Jewish adults tried online 
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programs or activities (Table 7.3). And, unlike overall program participation, there were fewer 
differences by geography. Between 33% and 45% of adults from each region tried something online. 
Twenty-one percent participated in a life-cycle event, 19% used new resources online, 17% tried new 
classes or activities online, and 7% even connected online with members of the Jewish community 
they did not know before the pandemic.  
 
Table 7.2. Frequency of Jewish program participation, past year 

 Never (%) Rarely (%) Occasionally (%) Frequently (%) 

All Jewish adults 63 14 16 7 
Engagement*     

Personal 89 6 0 5 
Familial 74 11 15 1 
Holiday 74 25 1 0 
Involved 18 23 47 12 
Immersed 4 6 49 42 
Geography*     

Maitland/Winter Park 51 14 24 12 
Longwood/Lake Mary 55 13 28 4 
UCF/East Orlando 73 15 9 3 
Southwest 70 13 10 7 
Age*     

18-34 72 8 15 5 
35-49 65 17 14 4 
50-64 63 16 16 5 
65-74 48 13 21 18 
75+ 74 10 11 5 
Marital status*     

Inmarried 51 17 20 11 
Intermarried 80 8 10 1 
Not married 64 14 17 6 
Parent status     

Not Parent 64 12 16 8 
Parent 62 17 18 3 
Synagogue member*     

No 73 13 11 4 
Yes 20 17 42 21 
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Table 7.3. New online involvement in Jewish life during pandemic 

 
Any online 

Jewish program 
or activity (%) 

Participated in 
online life cycle 

event (%) 

New online Jewish 
resources (%) 

New online 
programs, classes, 

or activities (%) 

Made connections 
with previously 

unknown Jews (%) 
All Jewish 
adults 

40 21 19 17 7 

Engagement  * * * * * 
Personal 16 3 11 2 2 
Familial 23 13 8 5 2 
Holiday 53 27 26 11 7 
Involved 79 43 39 42 11 
Immersed 89 56 45 61 18 
Geography  *    
Maitland/Winter 
Park 

45 29 20 18 5 

Longwood/Lake 
Mary 

43 25 19 24 5 

UCF/East 
Orlando 

31 10 19 10 4 

Southwest 40 18 19 15 9 
Age   *   
18-34 34 18 15 14 5 
35-49 34 19 15 13 7 
50-64 42 24 17 17 5 
65-74 55 18 34 21 6 
75+ 33 20 14 10 3 
Marital status * * * *  
Inmarried 51 29 23 24 8 
Intermarried 21 13 7 6 4 
Not married 42 14 26 16 7 
Parent status   *   
Not Parent 43 20 22 18 7 
Parent 33 20 13 13 6 
Synagogue 
member * * * * * 

No 32 16 15 10 6 
Yes 77 42 40 48 12 

In the past year, Jewish adults in Central Florida attended programs, either in person or online, 
sponsored by many local organizations (Table 7.4). Among adults who occasionally or frequently 
attended events, most attended programs for their local synagogue (13%). Some also attended 
programs sponsored by the local Chabad (10%) and/or an informal group gathering (7%). Only 8% 
went to the Roth or Rosen JCC. The types of programming people attended also varied slightly 
(Table 7.5). Social and religious programming were the most popular types of programs (14% of 
Jewish adults respectively), followed by educational and charitable events (10% respectively; Table 
7.5). Eight percent of Jewish adults attended a cultural event.   
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Table 7.4. Location of programs, activities, or services, occasional or frequent participation 

 
Local synagogue 

(%) 
Local Chabad 

(%) 
Informal Jewish group 

(%) 
Roth JCC 

(%) 
Rosen JCC 

(%) 
All Jewish adults 13 10 7 5 3 
Engagement * * * * * 
Personal < 1 0 < 1 < 1 1 
Familial 1 3 4 4 3 
Holiday 8 4 1 3 4 
Involved 32 27 18 14 9 
Immersed 76 60 35 16 12 
Geography * * * *  
Maitland/Winter 
Park 

19 15 12 14 1 

Longwood/Lake 
Mary 

17 16 8 4 4 

UCF/East Orlando 8 9 6 5 3 
Southwest 8 5 4 2 6 
Age    *  
18-34 7 6 5 4 3 
35-49 10 10 4 10 6 
50-64 16 11 8 3 4 
65-74 14 15 9 4 3 
75+ 16 10 6 11 6 
Marital status * *  *  
Inmarried 17 13 8 5 5 
Intermarried 4 4 4 2 1 
Not married 12 13 9 9 6 
Parent status      
Not Parent 12 11 8 5 4 
Parent 14 9 4 7 4 
Synagogue 
member * * * * * 

No 3 4 4 4 3 
Yes 54 39 21 13 11 
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Table 7.5. Topic of Jewish program, occasional or frequent participation 

 Social (%) Religious (%) Educational 
(%) 

Charitable (%) Cultural (%) 

All Jewish adults 14 14 10 10 8 
Engagement * * * * * 
Personal < 1 0 0 1 < 1 
Familial 7 4 4 6 6 
Holiday 5 5 4 1 1 
Involved 36 39 26 28 19 
Immersed 63 80 61 66 47 
Geography * * * * * 
Maitland/Winter Park 21 23 21 19 16 
Longwood/Lake Mary 17 20 13 17 11 
UCF/East Orlando 8 9 6 6 5 
Southwest 11 10 7 7 5 
Age     * 
18-34 7 11 5 7 1 
35-49 15 14 12 8 9 
50-64 15 15 11 15 8 
65-74 17 19 16 16 13 
75+ 12 10 11 6 11 
Marital status * * * * * 
Inmarried 17 20 13 17 11 
Intermarried 6 5 4 6 3 
Not married 15 16 14 9 11 
Parent status      
Not Parent 14 14 11 12 10 
Parent 13 15 11 10 6 
Synagogue member * * * * * 
No 8 6 5 6 5 
Yes 39 55 37 40 27 

Travel to Jewish Programs 
Most respondents (83%) were willing to travel to in-person programming (Table 7.6). The largest 
share, 42%, said they would commute for 15-30 minutes to get to an event. However, given traffic 
patterns in Central Florida, the amount of time it takes to commute to a Jewish program exceeds 
many people’s willingness to drive. 
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Table 7.6. Time willing to travel to Jewish programs 

Travel time % 
Unwilling to travel 17 
Less than 15 minutes 11 
15-30 minutes 42 
30-60 minutes 22 
An hour or longer 8 

The Roth and Rosen Jewish Community Centers 
Of those who participated in JCC programming, the most popular type of program at each JCC was 
programming for children and families, followed by culture and arts programming and senior 
programming (Table 7.7). Sports and recreation and fitness and wellness programs were less well 
attended, but respondents felt that the fitness facilities at each JCC were very important. Overall, 
34% said they were very important, 43% somewhat important, 23% a little important, and less than 
one percent said they were not at all important. 
 
Table 7.7. Participation in the Roth and Rosen JCCs, of participants in JCC programming 

 Roth (%) Rosen (%) 
Children and family 45 55 
Culture and arts 42 29 
Senior programming (households 

with 60+ year-olds) 
22 27 

Sports and recreation 16 22 
Fitness and wellness 14 26 

Sources of Information about Jewish Programs 
Jewish adults in Central Florida learn about Jewish events and programs from a wide variety of 
sources (Table 7.8). The most common source of information is a synagogue or other Jewish 
organization (28%). The next most common are Jewish publications, the J Life magazine (14%) and 
Heritage Florida Jewish News (11%). The Federation (9%) and the JCCs (16% combined) are less 
common sources of information for local Jewish activities and news.  
 
Table 7.8. Source of information for local Jewish activities and news 

 All Jewish adults (%) 
Synagogue or other Jewish organization 28 
J Life 14 
Heritage Florida Jewish News 11 
Jewish Federation of Greater Orlando 9 
Roth JCC 9 
Rosen JCC 7 
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Volunteering and Philanthropy 
In the Central Florida Jewish community, 19% of Jewish adults reported they volunteered for a 
Jewish organization in the past year (Table 7.9). Eleven percent held a leadership role. Volunteerism 
levels differed based on respondents’ characteristics. Unsurprisingly, members of the Involved and 
Immersed engagement groups volunteered more compared to other adults (48% and 77% 
respectively). Maitland/Winter Park had the highest proportion of volunteers (32%) of the four 
regions. Similar shares of inmarried and unmarried adults volunteered (25% and 22% respectively) 
whereas only 8% of intermarried couples did. And 51% of synagogue members volunteered as 
compared to only 12% of non-members.  
 
Within the Central Florida Jewish community, 81% of households reported making a charitable 
contribution in the past year (Table 7.10). About half (51%) gave to at least one Jewish organization. 
In Longwood/Lake Mary, the greatest share of households donated to charity as compared to other 
regions (90%), but in Maitland/Winter Park, the greatest share donated to Jewish groups (62%). 
 
The types of local Jewish organizations that received donations from respondents varied (Table 
7.11). Twenty-seven percent of those who donated to a Jewish organization gave to a local Chabad, 
representing 14% of all Jewish households. Notably, 26% of seasonal residents gave to a Jewish 
organization in Central Florida. The largest share of households who donated to a Jewish group 
(38%) gave money to some other, unspecified type of Jewish organization, comprising 20% of 
Jewish households overall.  
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Table 7.9. Volunteering for Jewish organizations 

  Any Jewish volunteering (%) 
Any 

leadership 
role (%) 

Any non-
leadership 

role (%) 
All Jewish adults 19 11 17 
Engagement  * * * 
Personal 1 0 1 
Familial 13 5 11 
Holiday 8 2 6 
Involved 48 27 42 
Immersed 77 60 72 
Geography * * * 
Maitland/Winter Park 32 18 28 
Longwood/Lake Mary 22 14 20 
UCF/East Orlando 14 8 12 
Southwest 14 7 12 
Age    
18-34 14 9 10 
35-49 18 13 15 
50-64 20 9 18 
65-74 25 16 22 
75+ 19 8 16 
Marital status * * * 
Inmarried 25 16 23 
Intermarried 8 4 7 
Not married 22 10 18 
Parent status    
Not Parent 19 10 17 
Parent 19 13 16 
Synagogue member * * * 
No 12 5 10 
Yes 51 36 45 
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Table 7.10. Philanthropy 

 
Any donations 

(%) 
Any donations to Jewish 

organizations (%) 
Only donations to Jewish 

organizations (%) 

All Jewish 
households 

81 51 8 

Engagement  * * * 
Personal 71 20 1 
Familial 79 44 4 
Holiday 79 69 22 
Involved 92 81 8 
Immersed 100 100 24 
Geography    

Maitland/Winter 
Park 

82 62 6 

Longwood/Lake 
Mary 90 53 8 

UCF/East Orlando 80 45 5 
Southwest 75 46 5 
Age *   

18-34 59 45 13 
35-49 81 46 12 
50-64 84 52 2 
65-74 89 56 9 
75+ 87 60 9 
Marital status  * * 
Inmarried 88 63 9 
Intermarried 80 40 1 
Not married 76 54 13 
Parent status    

No child in 
household 82 51 8 

Child in household 79 53 6 
Synagogue member    
No 77 44 6 
Yes 94 88 16 
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Table 7.11. Donations to types of Jewish organizations 

 
Households that donated to a 

Jewish organization (%) All Jewish households (%) 

A local Chabad 27 14 
Jewish-sponsored local agency 18 9 
Jewish congregation 16 8 
Pro-Israel organization 15 8 
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Orlando 

5 3 

Jewish school or camp 12 6 
Jewish organization in 2nd-home 
community (only of seasonal 
residents) 

26 14 

Another Jewish organization 38 20 

Community Connections 
Overall, the Jews of Central Florida value community. The clear majority reported the communal 
aspect is a “very much” or “somewhat” important component of Judaism (34% each; Table 7.12). 
Only 11% said it is not important at all.  
 
Nevertheless, the majority do not feel connected to the Central Florida Jewish community. The 
largest share, 41%, said they do not feel connected at all, and 32% said they only feel a little 
connected (Table 7.13). They do, however, feel connected to the worldwide Jewish community. 
Twenty-eight percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida feel “a little” connected, 34% feel 
“somewhat” connected, and 25% feel very connected to the global Jewish community (Table 7.14). 
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Table 7.12. Believe being Jewish is a matter of community 

  Not at all (%) A little (%) Somewhat (%) Very much (%) 
All Jewish adults  11 20 34 34 
Engagement*      

Personal  24 26 33 16 
Familial  7 25 41 27 
Holiday  7 23 37 33 
Involved  1 9 23 66 
Immersed  2 4 14 80 
Geography      

Maitland/Winter Park  9 15 30 47 
Longwood/Lake Mary  7 24 25 45 
UCF/East Orlando  17 30 25 28 
Southwest  9 17 44 30 
Age      

18‐34  5 14 40 42 
35‐49  12 21 39 28 
50‐64  8 20 32 40 
65‐74  17 23 26 34 
75+  21 30 21 27 
Marital status      

Inmarried  5 19 34 41 
Intermarried  16 20 34 30 
Not married  12 23 30 35 
Parent status      

Not Parent  11 20 35 34 
Parent  8 21 28 42 
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Table 7.13. Feeling connected to local Jewish community 

  Not at all (%) A little (%) Somewhat (%) Very much (%) 

All Jewish adults 41 32 19 8 
Engagement*     

Personal 61 33 5 1 
Familial 56 28 14 2 
Holiday 31 47 20 2 
Involved 15 26 35 24 
Immersed 1 13 29 57 
Geography*     

Maitland/Winter Park 37 22 25 16 
Longwood/Lake Mary 25 33 28 14 
UCF/East Orlando 52 32 10 7 
Southwest 50 35 11 5 
Age*     

18-34 56 24 15 5 
35-49 46 33 14 7 
50-64 36 36 16 12 
65-74 38 38 12 13 
75+ 33 15 37 15 
Marital status     

Inmarried 36 29 21 13 
Intermarried 55 32 11 3 
Not married 39 33 18 10 
Parent status     

Not Parent 42 30 18 10 
Parent 43 33 16 8 
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Table 7.14. Feeling connected to global Jewish community 

  Not at all (%) A little (%) Somewhat (%) Very much (%) 
Overall 13 28 34 25 
Engagement*     

Personal 22 35 27 17 
Familial 19 28 35 19 
Holiday 6 34 44 16 
Involved 2 17 33 48 
Immersed 0 9 35 56 
Geography*     

Maitland/Winter Park 6 24 44 26 
Longwood/Lake Mary 7 20 38 35 
UCF/East Orlando 15 35 34 16 
Southwest 20 30 26 25 
Age     

18-34 16 37 31 16 
35-49 14 34 27 25 
50-64 12 20 42 26 
65-74 13 25 34 28 
75+ 12 17 31 41 
Marital status     

Inmarried 9 23 38 29 
Intermarried 18 30 31 21 
Not married 15 32 29 24 
Parent status     

Not Parent 14 27 33 25 
Parent 12 28 35 26 

Informal Involvement in the Jewish Community 
Community engagement is closely tied to personal connections and friendships among Jews. 
Seventy-four percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida reported they have at least some close 
Jewish friends, including 28% who said half or more of their close friends are Jewish (Table 7.15). 
More than half of the Immersed group (61%) said most or all their close friends are Jewish, 
reflecting their deep engagement in the Jewish community. In stark contrast, only 3% of the 
Personal group reported the same. 
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Table 7.15. Jewish friends 

  None (%) Some (%) About half (%) Most (%) All (%) 

Overall 25 46 12 14 2 
Engagement*      

Personal 43 47 8 2 1 
Familial 27 51 10 10 1 
Holiday 25 50 10 14 1 
Involved 6 42 21 27 4 
Immersed 1 17 20 52 9 
Geography*      

Maitland/Winter Park 18 38 15 28 2 
Longwood/Lake Mary 12 53 12 20 4 
UCF/East Orlando 38 46 7 7 2 
Southwest 31 47 13 8 1 
Age*      

18-34 37 47 10 6 1 
35-49 39 42 7 9 1 
50-64 15 49 15 18 2 
65-74 16 42 14 22 5 
75+ 16 44 14 19 3 
Marital status*      

Inmarried 17 45 13 22 3 
Intermarried 42 44 10 4 0 
Not married 21 50 13 14 2 
Parent status*      

Not Parent 20 51 13 14 2 
Parent 40 33 10 15 2 

Informal Cultural Activities 
Informal and cultural activities include Jewish activities that are not necessarily sponsored by Jewish 
organizations, such as discussing Jewish topics, streaming Jewish content online, or reading Jewish 
books.  
 
The most common activity was discussing Jewish topics. Of all Jewish adults in Central Florida, 93% 
discussed Jewish topics in the past year, including 25% who discussed them frequently (Table 7.16). 
A strong majority (86%) also ate Jewish foods, with 26% doing so frequently. About three quarters 
of the Jewish community also engaged in a Jewish cultural activity at least once over the past year 
(75%) and read a Jewish publication (73%), although much smaller shares did so frequently (12% 
and 15%, respectively). 
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Table 7.16. Frequency of participation in informal and cultural activities, past year 

 
Talk about Jewish 

topics Eat Jewish foods 
Engage in Jewish 

culture 
Read Jewish 
publications 

 
Ever 
(%) 

Frequently 
(%) 

Ever 
(%) 

Frequently 
(%) 

Ever 
(%) 

Frequently 
(%) 

Ever 
(%) 

Frequently 
(%) 

All Jewish 
adults 93 25 86 26 75 12 73 15 

Engagement * * * * * * * * 
Personal 84 4 67 10 50 1 38 1 
Familial 97 16 90 23 85 12 80 10 
Holiday 96 25 89 13 84 5 79 5 
Involved 98 55 98 44 92 25 90 34 
Immersed 100 76 100 69 99 58 95 58 
Geography   * *     

Maitland/Winter 
Park 96 35 89 31 83 21 74 23 

Longwood/Lake 
Mary 

95 29 94 28 74 16 74 15 

UCF/East 
Orlando 89 13 68 12 85 8 69 12 

Southwest 93 22 87 25 71 11 68 10 
Age   * *  *   

18-34 97 26 87 21 84 4 68 5 
35-49 92 22 68 14 66 10 62 12 
50-64 95 26 92 29 79 18 73 17 
65-74 87 21 85 32 79 21 74 20 
75+ 89 24 92 24 68 18 72 24 
Marital status  * * * * * * * 
Inmarried 97 35 94 36 83 17 82 19 
Intermarried 89 12 77 13 62 7 49 7 
Not married 92 22 80 18 82 14 75 14 
Parent status         

Not Parent 93 25 88 26 78 16 75 16 
Parent 95 25 77 20 75 8 60 10 
Synagogue 
member 

* * * * * * * * 

No 93 19 83 20 74 10 67 9 
Yes 97 52 96 46 91 31 89 37 
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Antisemitism 
Eight percent of Jewish adults in Central Florida reported they had personally been a victim of 
antisemitism in the past year. When asked to describe their experiences briefly, 104 respondents 
provided more information (Table 7.17). “Mild” incidents, reported in 38 cases, were ones that 
respondents did not characterize as anything more than a minor incident. These are primarily 
microaggressions, “jokes,” stereotypes about Jews, anti-Israel statements that respondents 
considered antisemitic, and assorted other verbal or online forms of antisemitism. For example, one 
respondent wrote that they were “criticized for not putting up lights [for Christmas] like the rest of 
the neighbors.” 
 
“Moderate” incidents, reported in 40 cases, were experiences that respondents deemed more serious 
but not especially traumatic. These include cases where respondents had slurs directed at them 
aggressively, as well as encounters with ignorant or obnoxious passersby. For example, one 
respondent reported that their neighbor told them that “Jews were responsible for COVID, so that 
we could profit financially.” Another said, “I was walking to synagogue when a motorist in a passing 
car yelled out, ‘Christ-killer!’” 
 
“Severe” incidents, reported in 15 cases, included assault, vandalism, verbal or online altercations, 
and significant acts of discrimination. Among the descriptions of these incidents are the following: 
 
 On [social media], someone commented that they were glad my grandparents were ashtrays. 
 
 My car was vandalized with antisemitic symbols and phrases. 
 
 A white supremacist physically attacked me. 
 
 A mezuzah was smashed and removed from my apartment. 
 
 [I lost my job due to] discrimination by two co-workers. 
 
Common venues for respondents’ experiences with antisemitism included incidents at work or 
school, online, at home (particularly for negative interactions with neighbors), and in other public 
places.  The most common incidents involved stereotypes, discrimination, or slurs or “jokes.” 
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Table 7.17. Personal experience of antisemitism in past year 

 Count of codes28 
Intensity  
Mild 38 
Moderate 40 
Severe 15 
Context  
Work or school 28 
Online 19 
At home 16 
A public place (other than work or school) 11 
Other 15 
Content  
Stereotypes (e.g., appearance, money) 23 
Discrimination for religious or ethnic reasons 21 
Slurs and “jokes” 18 
Other 51 
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Chapter 8. Connections to Israel 
Chapter Highlights 
The Central Florida Jewish community has strong ties to Israel, grounded in religious, cultural, and 
familial connections. Central Florida Jews travel to Israel at higher rates than most Jews in the 
United States, feel very connected to Israel, and closely follow news about Israel on a regular basis. 
 

 Half of Jewish adults in Central Florida have been to Israel at least once. 
 Sixty-one percent of adults who traveled to Israel traveled with Birthright Israel, a Jewish 

organization, and/or for education or volunteerism. 
 Eighty-four percent of Jewish adults reported feeling at least “a little” connected to Israel, 

including 40% who are “very much” connected. 
 Twenty-two percent of Jewish adults kept up with news about Israel frequently over the past 

year, and 10% donated to pro-Israel organizations. 

Travel to Israel 
Half of Jewish adults in Central Florida have been to Israel at least once (Table 8.1). This includes 
24% who have been to Israel once, 20% who have been multiple times, and 6% who have lived 
there in the past or are Israeli citizens. This is a slightly higher rate than the national average of 
45%.29 Fewer Jews in the Personal group have been to Israel than those in other engagement groups. 
Additionally, more Jews between the ages of 18-34 and 75 and older have been to Israel than have 
Jews between the ages of 35-74. It is noteworthy that 30% of those who reported feeling very much 
connected to Israel have never been there. 
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Table 8.1. Travel to Israel 

 Never (%) Once (%) Multiple times (%) Lived there or Israeli citizen (%) 
All Jewish adults 50 24 20 6 
Engagement*     

Personal 74 21 4 1 
Familial 47 30 15 8 
Holiday 40 31 26 3 
Involved 40 17 33 10 
Immersed 19 16 54 11 
Geography     

Maitland/Winter Park 38 29 25 8 
Longwood/Lake Mary 39 25 30 6 
UCF/East Orlando 55 29 13 4 
Southwest 61 19 15 5 
Age*     

18-34 41 42 16 2 
35-49 65 12 13 9 
50-64 51 18 22 9 
65-74 51 21 24 4 
75+ 38 35 27 1 
Marital status*     

Inmarried 40 26 27 6 
Intermarried 67 17 11 5 
Not married 50 29 16 5 
Parent status     

Not Parent 50 24 21 5 
Parent 51 24 16 9 
Synagogue member*     

No 55 25 15 5 
Yes 29 23 41 7 
Connection to Israel*     

Not at all 80 8 11 1 
Little/Somewhat 61 27 11 1 
Very much 30 24 33 13 

Types of Israel Travel 
Among Jewish adults who are younger than age 49 (and thus have ever been age-eligible), 39% have 
been to Israel through Birthright Israel (Table 8.2). This corresponds to 16% of all Jewish adults in 
Central Florida. Over half of age-eligible Jews in the Holiday engagement group have been on a 
Birthright Israel trip. Citizens and former residents of Israel were less likely to have gone on an 
organizational trip to Israel than others who have visited multiple times. 
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Table 8.2. Types of trips to Israel 

 Birthright Israel (age < 49; 
%) 

Jewish organization trip 
(%) 

Education or volunteer trip 
(%) 

All Jewish adults 39 12 10 
Engagement  * * 
Personal -- 1 3 
Familial 36 8 5 
Holiday 54 24 16 
Involved 34 19 16 
Immersed 21 35 25 
Geography    

Maitland/Winter 
Park 

43 18 12 

Longwood/Lake 
Mary 

-- 17 9 

UCF/East Orlando -- 8 11 
Southwest 34 9 8 
Age *   

18-34 51 7 10 
35-49 11 12 13 
50-64 n/a 15 8 
65-74 n/a 18 7 
75+ n/a 11 7 
Marital status  *  

Inmarried 40 18 12 
Intermarried 23 6 6 
Not married 44 9 8 
Parent status *   

Not Parent 46 13 8 
Parent 21 12 13 
Synagogue member  * * 
No 40 9 7 
Yes 34 26 18 
Travel to Israel    
Never n/a n/a n/a 
Once 83 11 6 
Multiple times 68 46 34 
Lived there/Israeli -- 11 20 
Connection to 
Israel 

* * * 

Not at all -- 5 5 
Little/Somewhat 31 9 6 
Very much 58 19 15 

Emotional Connection to Israel 
The Jewish community of Central Florida feels connected to Israel; 86% reported feeling at least a 
little connected, including 40% who are very much connected (Table 8.3). Virtually all members of 
the Immersed engagement group feel some amount of connection. And across all engagement 



83 
 

groups, even among Jewish adults who have never been to Israel, only 18% do not feel any 
connection to Israel. 
 
Table 8.3. Connection to Israel 

 Not at all (%) A little (%) Somewhat (%) Very much (%) 
All Jewish adults 14 22 24 40 
Engagement     

Personal 22 38 17 23 
Familial 11 27 21 41 
Holiday 9 20 36 35 
Involved 7 18 25 50 
Immersed < 1 2 17 81 
Geography     

Maitland/Winter Park 10 27 26 37 
Longwood/Lake Mary 6 17 32 45 
UCF/East Orlando 19 24 22 35 
Southwest 13 30 17 40 
Age     

18-34 9 35 23 33 
35-49 13 32 19 36 
50-64 11 21 23 45 
65-74 19 23 22 37 
75+ 16 13 28 43 
Marital status     

Inmarried 9 22 25 44 
Intermarried 12 35 17 36 
Not married 18 22 26 34 
Parent status     

Not Parent 12 25 25 39 
Parent 13 28 18 41 
Synagogue member*     

No 14 28 23 35 
Yes 5 14 23 58 
Travel to Israel*     

Never 18 41 18 23 
One 7 16 38 39 
Multiple 6 6 21 67 
Lived/Israeli 2 1 10 86 

Other Israel-Related Behaviors 
Twenty-two percent of Central Florida’s Jewish adults sought news about Israel frequently over the 
past year (Table 8.4). Jews ages 65 and older were more likely to seek news frequently than Jews ages 
18-34. Those who have been to Israel more often and those who feel more connected to Israel 
sought news more frequently than did those who have not been to Israel or who feel less connected. 
Ten percent of Jewish adults donated to a pro-Israel organization (such as Hadassah) in the past 
year.  
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Table 8.4. Seeking news about Israel and donating to pro-Israel organizations  

  
Frequently sought news about  

Israel in past year (%) 
Donated to pro-Israel organization 

in past year (%) 

All Jewish adults 22 10 
Engagement *  
Personal 8 < 1 
Familial 19 10 
Holiday 18 10 
Involved 34 18 
Immersed 66 43 
Geography   
Maitland/Winter Park 24 8 
Longwood/Lake Mary 21 8 
UCF/East Orlando 19 10 
Southwest 22 10 
Age   
18-34 15 12 
35-49 19 4 
50-64 23 12 
65-74 28 13 
75+ 27 13 
Marital status   
Inmarried 28 16 
Intermarried 15 2 
Not married 19 10 
Parent status   
Not Parent 21 11 
Parent 22 9 
Synagogue member *  
No 17 8 
Yes 44 25 
Travel to Israel *  
Never 10 7 
Once 25 11 
Multiple times 36 20 
Lived there/Israeli 58 11 
Connection to Israel *  
Not at all 1 < 1 
Little/Somewhat 4 8 
Very much 50 18 
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Chapter 9. In the Words of Community 
Members 
This chapter summarizes the key findings of the 2020-21 Central Florida Jewish community study 
through the comments of community members. Survey respondents described, in their own words, 
the strengths of the community and areas for improvement. In addition, they indicated what they 
considered to be the greatest challenges facing the Central Florida Jewish community today. These 
responses reinforce the themes presented throughout the report and provide insight into the needs 
of and opportunities available to the community. 
 
The chapter summarizes nearly 1,000 comments. Many respondents touched on multiple topics and 
shared their perspectives on both strengths and weaknesses of the community. Topics raised by 
fewer than 20 people are not included. 

Community Size and Organizations 
Some respondents described a “small-community” feeling that made for strong connections. 
 

There aren’t that many of us, so we become tight quickly. There’s an immediate connection. 
 

A strength is that the Jewish community is very welcoming to all different types of people just like 
Central Florida in general. 
 
If you get acquainted with a Jewish person in this area, you will probably see them again and have 
friends in common. 

 
But others felt the community’s tight-knit nature also contributed to exclusion and disunity. Some 
respondents said they believed certain groups, such as interfaith families, LGBTQ Jews, and Jews of 
color, felt specifically excluded from the community. 
 

There is often a clique mentality where new individuals are not welcomed into well-established groups. There 
can be a sense of ‘us versus them’ in congregations with respect to the spectrum of Jewish organizations, from 
Reform congregations through Chabad. 
 
The biggest challenge is coming together to build a vibrant Jewish community without the deep feelings of 
dislike that currently exist. 
 
Interfaith families, more openly LGBTQ, and Jews of color need to feel included. 

 
Some respondents expressed high satisfaction with the organizations and programs that were 
available. 
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There seems to be a variety of Jewish gathering places. There isn’t just one Temple, which happens to 
be Orthodox. There’s an Orthodox Temple, and then a Reform one, etc. There is also a good 
amount of children’s programs. 
 
I think it’s great that we have a good mix of synagogues to choose from, whether Orthodox, 
Conservative, etc. I’m glad that we have several Jewish oriented publications to read. It’s nice having 
programs to attend from time to time, even though now the programs are virtual. Overall, I believe 
we have good leadership in our synagogue and in the community. 

 
But other respondents worried that the community is not welcoming to newcomers, organizations 
are not collaborative, and many fear that organizations’ professional staff and lay leaders are not up 
to the challenge of leading this complex community. 
 

Orlando is a broken Jewish community. It is not hospitable to outsiders. It often treats its professionals as 
servants. Organizations do not speak with each other and carry hatreds they have had for over 70 years. 
Synagogues are not generally cooperative with each other. 
 
When I lived in [another community], they had a website where you could see all the events by all the 
organizations in town and even filter by age group, kids/no kids, etc. It was great and kept me informed. 
Now I have to be on five different email lists (Federation, JCC, synagogue, etc.) and try to keep track. 
 
The inter-synagogue and inter-agency competition is a weakness. 
 
Leadership is the greatest weakness in Central Florida. There are those who believe they are leaders and those 
who are truly leaders. 
 
Lack of forward vision for the community and its institutions. Minimal leadership. 

Geographic Spread, Cohesion, and Division 
There was concern over the size of the community and the fact that institutions and programs are 
too geographically spread out.  

 
Distance and transportation make it difficult for seniors like myself and husband. We no longer 
drive to the JCC and have no public transportation. I no longer can attend the Hadassah meetings. 
 
The biggest weakness is that the community is that it’s spread across 4+ counties.  There just don’t 
seem to be enough Jewish people here to have a close knit Jewish community across the entire region. 
 
Weaknesses are that it is too dispersed; traffic too awful to be able to easily travel to events, services, 
etc.  Not enough visible presence in the area.  Would love to get involved in synagogue life or even 
JCC as we did [in our former home] where there was a very visible Jewish presence but way too far 
for us to travel to get to nearest synagogue or JCC.   

 
The feeling that the community is spread out contributes to a lack of a unified feeling across people 
and institutions.  
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The worst problem Central Florida has is the divisiveness of north versus south. Bridging that gap has been 
almost impossible.  
 
One of the weaknesses in Central Florida is a lack of solidarity. There are a lot of Jewish 
organizations, but no one likes to work together. 
 
I feel there is a strong presence in the Jewish community, but there are few events and activities that 
bring the entire Jewish community together. Would be nice to have more fun, engaging activities and 
events for Jewish adults. 

 
I KNOW there is a community calendar, but the congregations and organizations do not pay attention to it 
or respect each other’s event dates—things are constantly planned on top of one another. Another example of 
the territorial nature of the community. Yes, the biggest threat to the community is the lack of ‘community.’ 

Engagement and Awareness 
Community members described the community as being not as visible as they would like, and they 
perceived significant consequences as a result.  

 
It’s almost hidden, quiet. Under the radar. 
 
I don’t personally feel like there is a strong Jewish presence in Central Florida. I know there are a 
good amount of Jews, but I don’t know where they are. 
 
I’ve been in Orlando for 12 years, and I rarely if ever hear anything about the Jewish community in 
Central Florida. 

 
Our supermarkets and stores have come very far in offering traditional Jewish foods and merchandise [though 
they are still weak]. We must continue to be a voice in the community to make change… Someday, Publix 
will stop displaying matzah for Hanukkah. 
 
To the general public, we don’t exist… Stores don’t recognize our holidays and stock what we need, and 
communities put up Hanukkah decorations as an afterthought. I don’t care much about the decorations, but 
I do care that I have to go to five stores to get what I need for Pesach. When I ask, folks look at me like I’m 
from Mars. 
 
The overwhelming campaign of Christianity to infiltrate schools and government.  

 
Among the challenges identified by respondents, the largest concern was with the number of Jewish 
families in Central Florida that are unengaged with Jewish life. Others expressed dismay over the 
lack of opportunities to engage in Jewish life in Central Florida, both inside and outside of 
synagogues and traditional institutions. 

 
It seems people are more transient here—that’s a challenge to building and maintaining a strong 
supportive Jewish community. 
 



88 
 

People don’t feel a need or desire to be part of a synagogue. They don’t feel welcomed, valued, etc., or 
they feel criticized for not doing Jewish ‘right.’ 
 
The loss of community meaning people don’t want to be part of the Jewish community. There’s not 
many people joining, and there’s a lot who are leaving the region. 
 
I think that families are less inclined to be involved in the more traditional community centers 
(typically religious organizations). Our challenge is to engage young professionals and families outside 
of the framework of a synagogue. 
 
Getting young families to be involved in the community and building a vibrant community that 
people really WANT to participate in. 
 
Engagement. We are empty nesters, and there are no Jewish programs for us out there. We talk 
about it all the time at our synagogue, but even in the general Jewish community there is nothing 
being offered. 
 
The young, up-and-coming generation doesn’t seem to have the same desire to come to a ‘brick and 
mortar’ building for a service or event. Live streaming and other tech will create a multi-media venue 
in the future. COVID-19 only accelerated this trend. Institutions are going to have to become 
extremely creative and think outside the box-quickly! 
 
They could do a better job communicating to the unaffiliated Jewish community. 

The Cost of Jewish Life 
Several respondents wrote about the high cost of membership dues and program fees as one of the 
community’s great challenges, particular in the time of COVID-19: 
 

Coronavirus is the greatest (hopefully) short-term challenge.  We have disengaged from [our synagogue] since 
the virus because with [young children], the online offerings were not sufficiently engaging enough to justify the 
cost of membership and Hebrew school tuition. We will probably rejoin and restart Hebrew school once life 
‘goes back to normal.’ 
 
The Orlando economy relies on tourism and this sector has been hit hard. 
 
It is expensive to join the JCCs, especially given that they are far away from many Jews. 
 
Jewish institutions need to figure out how to be affordable to young families without having to ask for 
hardship help. 
 
We don’t mind donating to a charitable organization, but paying $50 for a dinner plus having to pay for a 
babysitter is out of our price range. 
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Leadership 
Members of the community reported mixed feelings about both professional and lay leaders of 
Jewish organizations in the community. 
 

The professional staff at many organizations is excellent, but lay leadership is often weak and leads to 
fracturing of these organizations. 
 
We have a lack of cohesive leadership. Federation’s mission is unclear, we are segregated by synagogue 
affiliation, and our institutions lack financial support. 
 
We have a lack of quality and inspirational/charismatic professional leadership, and both professional and 
lay leaders are territorial, not collaborative. 
 
New leadership is necessary but not welcome. The old families are stuck in their old ways and only associate 
with each other. 
 
Leadership is the greatest weakness in Central Florida. There are those that believe they are leaders and those 
that are truly leaders, but no one has been able to unite the Jews in Central Florida into caring for the Jewish 
community. 
 
[Some potential leaders] use leadership positions to bolster their secular resumes. 
 
I think there is a Jewish population in Orlando that is looking for leadership that they can trust. The 
community is disenfranchised after years of financial mismanagement and the perpetuation of mediocre staffs. 

Antisemitism 
In addition to microaggressions described in some of the comments above, several respondents 
cited antisemitism as one of the great challenges facing the Central Florida Jewish community. 
 

I no longer attend any in person events that are marked Jewish. The level of antisemitism and the large 
number of people with guns here is frightening. 
 
[People here] have so little knowledge of Judaism, that even when I wear my Star of David necklace, I get 
strange looks and bizarre questions. 
 
Security for JCC and synagogues. They have security guards and procedures in place, but it is always a 
concern that they are doing the best they can. 

 
Notably, there are many respondents who blame politicians and their supporters, on both the left 
and the right, for rising antisemitism. 
 

[President Trump]’s emboldening of hate groups has made a dangerous climate for Jews and other minority 
groups. 
 
Majority voting for Democrats who disfavor Israel and who do not limit antisemitism in their party. 
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The rise of white nationalism throughout Florida and Central Florida and the rise of antisemitism and 
Trumpism. 
 
Voting for socialism over capitalism, against Israel and against America…Donald Trump is Jews’ greatest 
friend. 
 
The political divide (in the Jewish community) mirrors the country’s. [There are] divisive opinions about the 
Israel/Palestinian issue. 
 
The current environment in this country and politics (are the biggest challenge to the Central Florida Jewish 
community). It is not exclusive to Central Florida, but it is a national threat. Hate and bigotry are on full 
display. There is no sense of decorum and respect for others who are different. 
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Chapter 10. Conclusions and 
Recommendations 
 
The words of community members, taken together with the findings presented in chapters 1-8, 
contribute to a detailed portrait of the Jewish community of Central Florida. This study has 
described community members’ demographic characteristics, participation in Jewish communal life 
and private Jewish activities, and their attitudes about Judaism, Israel, and the local Jewish 
community. The findings presented in this report lend themselves to a series of conclusions about 
the community today and recommendations that we hope will inform planning and policy-making 
by Central Florida Jewish organizations for the next decade. 
 
The Jewish community of Central Florida is growing rapidly, as is the overall population of the 
region. Although 62% of Jewish households have been in the region for 20 years or more, 
newcomers who have been in the community for fewer than 10 years make up 21% of Jewish 
households in the region. Many community members express satisfaction with the quality of Jewish 
life in Central Florida and the abundant opportunities for engagement and describe the community 
as tightly knit, but others find the community’s institutions inaccessible or not welcoming. These 
dynamics produce challenges and opportunities for the community. 
 
Jewish households tend to be more highly educated and affluent than the broader community, but 
there are a substantial number of individuals and families who struggle financially—a proportion 
inflated by the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Like many Jewish communities, Central Florida 
did not have all the resources it needed to offer all desired programs and services before the 
pandemic. Setting priorities is critical to ensure that all members of the community who wish to 
participate in Jewish life have affordable and accessible avenues for engagement. 
 
In that spirit, and based on the responses of the 1,392 Jewish households residing in Central Florida 
who completed the survey, we have identified several implications and recommendations for using 
study data to enhance local Jewish life. 
 
Reach beyond the historic geographic core of the community. As the community has grown, it 
has expanded far beyond its historic geographic core in Maitland/Winter Park and Longwood/Lake 
Mary, but its institutions are still heavily concentrated there. The growth of the overall population of 
the region has outstripped infrastructure development, leading to heavy traffic and perennial 
construction that are significant obstacles for the residents of the UCF-East Orlando and Southwest 
regions who might wish to access Jewish communal programs. The community must explore 
options for bringing programs to underserved neighborhoods in the community, using the online 
tools upon which organizations have depended during much of the pandemic and finding ways to 
bring in-person activities to new locations. 
 
Promote stronger collaboration between organizations. The strong perception of members of 
the Central Florida Jewish community is that local Jewish organizations are competitive, not 
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collaborative, and have built up significant distrust over decades. The community cannot accomplish 
many of its goals as a direct result. The Talmud teaches (Shevuot 39a) that “all of Israel is responsible 
for one another.” Weakness in one organization affects the others, and more importantly, negatively 
affects members of the community who would be better served by more effective organizations. 
Efforts must be made to rebuild trust between organizations so that they can live up to this teaching 
in service of the community. We recommend experimenting with programs that can appeal to 
existing members of multiple organizations and attract those who have not previously participated. 
Some possible examples include: 
 

 Follow-up programming for Birthright Israel alumni, who are nearly 40% of adults ages 49 
or younger in the community, can bring in new constituencies and develop ties between 
various groups. These individuals come from all geographic regions, engagement groups, 
and denominations, and are associated with a wide array of Jewish institutions throughout 
Central Florida and the outside world. Partnering with organizations such as OneTable, 
Repair the World, and Moishe House may provide opportunities to bridge gaps between 
young adults who are associated with different organizations, as well as those who are still 
looking for options to participate in the Jewish community. 

 Similarly, PJ Library reaches families across all regions, engagement groups, and 
denominations, many of whom are associated with Jewish organizations throughout the 
community. Bringing together families of different backgrounds who are active in different 
organizations and share an interest in PJ Library and its ancillary programs may create 
opportunities for future collaboration between institutions. 

 Opportunities to volunteer are popular options in most Jewish communities at the best of 
times, appealing across all demographic groups. In challenging times, when so many people 
are either looking for opportunities to help others or are in need of some assistance 
themselves, expanding opportunities to volunteer can be a way of getting more people 
involved in Jewish organizations, working together across organizations, and helping people 
in need. 

Promote active ties to the local Jewish community. There is also a strong sense among 
community members that it can be difficult to break into existing social networks. This is 
particularly challenging in a community like Central Florida, where most members of the Jewish 
community come from somewhere else and retain a sense of nostalgia for their former communities. 
Jewish organizations in Central Florida must work together to find ways to show members of the 
community what is unique and special about Jewish life in the region, even as they offer different 
ways of engaging in Central Florida Jewish life. 
 
Strengthen and expand leadership training programs. When asked about the strengths and 
weaknesses of the Central Florida Jewish community, several respondents cited specific leaders of 
Jewish organizations as a strength; in particular, those from the Jewish Federation, the JCCs, the 
Holocaust Memorial Resource and Education Center, Kinneret, Chabad, and Hillel, along with a few 
congregational rabbis. However, respondents were also insistent that the community has insufficient 
professional and lay leadership in both quantity and quality. Both the community collectively and 
institutions on their own have leadership training programs. We recommend evaluating these 
programs for content and efficacy to ensure that they are building the community’s human resources 
effectively, and expanding these programs to include larger and more diverse cohorts. 
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Continue diversifying programs and institutions. As the community grows and becomes more 
diverse, so too do the needs and interests of community members. Whether religious, cultural, 
educational, social, altruistic, or other activities, it is important to ensure that there will be appealing 
options to participate in Jewish life for everyone. As new interests emerge, Jewish organizations will 
have to assess which new efforts can fit into their existing portfolios, which require new 
collaborations with partners, and which must be deferred at the present time. 
 
Invest in Jewish education. The Central Florida Jewish community has relatively low rates of 
enrollment in its day schools and Hebrew schools but high rates of past enrollment. The study 
shows that there are more families who say they have considered sending their kids to Jewish 
schools but chose not to do so than there are families whose children are currently enrolled. Jewish 
youth groups and summer camps also have had low enrollment over the past years, indicating that 
the overall level of enrollment may have been artificially depressed by COVID-19 but likely would 
have been relatively low even in normal times. The community must learn more about the hurdles to 
participating in Jewish educational programming in Central Florida. Finances are an obstacle for 
many, as is the distance between where Jewish organizations offering Jewish educational programs 
are located and where many families reside. 
 
Be sensitive to differences of backgrounds. There are deep economic, social, religious, and 
political divides in the Central Florida Jewish community. Some members of the community face 
financial barriers to participating in the community, especially during the pandemic. Newcomers to 
the region often struggle to break into longstanding social circles and learn the history and traditions 
of their new community. Some feel unwelcome because their religious practice is too stringent or 
too relaxed, and others feel unwelcome because they feel the community is too biased in favor of 
politically liberal or politically conservative views. But ultimately, all Jewish households are part of 
the Jewish community and should be made to feel welcome. The community must work to unite 
around what its members have in common, not allow members’ differences to cause rifts between 
Jews. 
 
Assist families and individuals in need. The Jewish community of Central Florida is more 
affluent than its non-Jewish neighbors, but many community members were struggling financially 
even before the pandemic. The Central Florida economy, which is heavily reliant on tourism, was 
profoundly affected by the pandemic, driving many families and individuals to the financial brink 
who otherwise would have sufficient resources. 
 
These recommendations emerge from data collected systematically between November 2020 and 
February 2021. This study is part of a long tradition of using the tools of social science to assess the 
size, character, interests, needs, and concerns of a local Jewish community. The study measures 
participation in communal and individual Jewish practices, institutional engagement, unmet needs, 
and many other aspects of Jewish life in Central Florida. The community has invested tremendous 
resources in improving its programming, reaching out to diverse segments of the population, and 
meeting the needs of a rapidly growing population. We hope this snapshot of the community will 
stimulate a discussion about how best to take advantage of the great strengths of the Central Florida 
Jewish community, confront its challenges, and plan for the future.  
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